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A CORRESPONDENT writing to us from New Orleans, in a para- 
graph printed April 26, referring to the Pelican Fire Insurance 
Company of that city, said: “‘ The late secretary, it will be re- 
membered, decamped with considerable money owing this com- 
pany,” etc. This statement was entirely erroneous, so far as it re- 
fers to a “late secretary.” J. V. Donovan was formerly the sec- 
retary of the company, and so far from his having ‘“ decamped” 
with or without funds belonging to the Pelican, he is still a resi- 
dent of New Orleans and highly esteemed among insurance men. 
The troubles of the Pelican were not due to him, and we regret 
that an inadvertence on the part of our correspondent should have 
even seemed to place upon him any responsibility for the short- 
comings of another. That there was a misappropriation of the 
assets of the company is well known, but it was the ex-president, 
Mr. McCaffrey, who was responsible for it, not Mr, Donovan. 
We cheerfully give greater prominence to this correction than 
was given the original paragraph. 


Sritt another system of fireproof construction, which has been 
patented in London, is described by The British Architect. In 
this latest method the floors consist of a series of small arches 
formed of lengths of rolled steel of quadrant section, riveted 
together at the top through flanges, the arches being similarly con- 
nected at the springing. Over these arches is laid a bed of con- 
crete, in which the joists which carry the floor are imbedded. ‘This 
gives a very strong fireproof floor with a small depth. The under 
side can be finished with a flush ceiling, instead of one broken up 
by beams projecting below the ceiling, as at present in ordinary 
construction, where very long and wide floors are to be supported 
by heavy girders. This principle of arched flooring is also specially 
applicable to bridge decking in engineering construction, for which 
purpose it is already being employed. The fireproof columns are 
formed of four quadrantal segments of rolled steel, similar to those 
used for the floors, with an inner central steel stanchion tied to 
the outer shell, the intermediate space being filled in with con- 
crete, and the whole forming a compound column. Should the 
outer shell be destroyed by fire, the patentee claims that the inner 
stanchion will still be preserved intact and will continue to carry its 
load with safety. 





A Very complete treatise on Spontaneous Combustion, written 
by C. John Hexamer, C. E., has just been published in pamphlet 
form by THe SPECTATOR Company. This is the most complete 
work on this subject that has ever been prepared, going fully into 
consideration of all substances that are liable, under favorable 
Conditions, to ignite spontaneously. Mr. Hexamer has made a 
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careful study of special hazards in the interests of fire underwriters, 
and is now employed as an expert by the Philadelphia Board of 
Underwriters. Recent experiences have demonstrated that the 
hazard from spontaneous combustion has been greatly enhanced of 
late years in consequence of improvements in industrial methods 
and from the introduction of new material. The present work 
covers precisely those points that insurance managers, inspectors, 
agents, adjusters, etc., should be familiar with. It is substantially 
a compilation of special articles on the subject, prepared by Mr. 
Hexamer for THE SpecraTor, and printed in our columns serially 
during the past two years. The matter has been revised and cor- 
rected by the author for this publication, and contains all the latest 
information and data obtainable upon this subject. It is of con- 
venient size, bound in paper covers, and will be sent to any address 
on receipt of fifty cents. 





Tuerre has recently sprung up in this country a devastating swarm of 
assessment co-operative concerns, organized ostensibly to do a life or ac- 
cident insurance business, but in reality to prey upon the public in the 
interests of a few persons who fill the positions of officers or directors of 
these speculative affairs. Nine out of every ten are either frauds or hum- 
bugs; but to whichever class any particular concern may belong the mem- 
bers are sure to be victimized. The manner of doing business is sim- 
ple: A person applies for membership and is required to pay in ad- 
vance his membership fee and the first year’s annual dues ; subsequently 
he is assessed at intervals in various amounts to pay any claims that may 
arise against the society. The membership fees and annual dues are di- 
vided between the officers and the agents, and otherwise consumed in 
expenses, but the members are the only ones responsible for the payment 
of death or accident claims. The measure of that responsibility has been 
judicially determined, for the courts of this and other States have de- 
clared that members of an assessment company are liable for all indebt- 
edness incurred by the company during their membership and for thirty 
days thereafter, whether assessments have been made or not to cover 
such indebiedness. It is very easy to get into an assessment company 
but not an easy matter to shake off the liability thereby incurred. 

The above paragraph appeared editorially in THe Specraror 
recently, and is copied by The Chronicle with the suggestion that 
it would make a good introduction to THE Hanb-Book or AssEss- 
MENT INSURANCE published by Tue Specraror Company. The 
idea is a good one, but has been forestalled by the compilers of 
Tue Hanp-Book. Until we entered upon the work three years 
ago, no attempt had ever been made to compile, in statistical and 
comparative form, the facts regarding assessment insurance. We 
have gathered together the facts showing the transactions of over 
five hundred of these companies, associations, societies, etc., and 
it is because we have these facts before us that we are able to 
speak with so much positiveness regarding them. It is not too 
strong to say that more than fifty per cent of the assessment organ- 
izations are delusions ; some of them are merely speculative con- 
cerns, carried on solely for the profit of the managers, and regard- 
less of the interests of the members ; others are equally deceptive, 
for while the management of them is probably honest, gross igno- 
rance of the subject of life insurance characterizes it. There are 
others, however, that are carefully managed by men who are sin- 
cere believers in the equity and soundness of the assessment prin- 
ciple, and who are earnestly striving to bring it to a point of posi- 
tive safety. They have introduced many important improvements 
over the old style of flat mortuary assessments, approaching more 
nearly to the scientific principles underlying the life insurance sys- 
tem, and some of their plans have been indorsed by well-known 
actuaries. The statistics contained in THe Hanpv-Book clearly in- 
dicate the differences that exist between assessment companies, 
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and truthfully present the facts regarding all. These facts are 
quite as valuable to agents of level premium companies as to the 
assessment companies, but more valuable to the public than to 
either. The tendency of the publication of such statistics is to ex- 
pose and kill off the unworthy, and THe Spfcraror is behind no 
one in the good work of doing this, a work in which the managers 
of the most advanced assessment companies are in hearty accord. 





A CORRESPONDENT of THE SPECTATOR at New Orleans, writing 
about the Pelican Insurance Company of that city, said that suit 
had been brought against some of the stockholders of that com- 
pany to enforce payment of the stock notes given by them. - The 
secretary of that company, Geo. W, Young, devotes a letter in The 
Vindicator to THE SPECTATOR, the material portion of which is as 
follows : . 

Our main issue with THE SpecTATor is its ‘‘allegation” that so diffi- 
cult has it become to get payments from stockholders that the task of col- 
lecting has been transferred to a local collecting agency. Nothing of the 
kind. Out of our list of some 500 stockholders we have found it neces- 
sary to institute suit against less than a dozen, as the court records will 
show. This is being done through our regular attorney and not through 
any ‘‘collecting agency.” Our action in this matter, if it implies any- 
thing, proves at least that the Pelican is determined to protect its policy- 
holders, It is true that one-half of our capital is not paid in, but we have 
the means at our command to collect the unpaid balance, and it will be 
collected to the dollar (without much difficulty) to fulfill our obligations. 
We are just issuing calls for the sixth installment of stock. It is also 
true that our fire and marine losses were very heavy under the old man- 
agement, and yet this company has not failed to meet the claims as fast 
as they matured. We are now drawing to the end—a few days more and 
the Pelican will be relieved of, the burden imposed.on her by past mis- 
management, 

We submit that Mr. Young corroborates our correspondent in a 
most substantial manner. We wish to say that our only desire in 
connection with this, or any other company, is to print the news. 
While our correspondent made a slip of the pen in one respect, as 
explained elsewhere, the news items he gave seem to have been 
fully justified by the facts, as admitted by Mr. Young. We sin- 
cerely hope, however, that the efforts being put forth by the officers 
and stockholders of the Pelican to put that company on its feet and 
in a perfectly solvent and trustworthy condition, will meet with 
abundant success. The business of THE SPECTATOR is to sustain 
legitimate insurance, and it takes pleasure in giving its support to 
honest efforts to develop the business and maintain the rights of 
policyholders. We cordially approve of the efforts the officers of 
the Pelican are making to protect their policyholders, bi venture 
to suggest to Mr. Young that if in the future he should have a 
grievance against THE SPEcTaTOR he should communicate with us 
and not appeal to the super-serviceable zeal of the editor of The 


Vindicator. 





WE have received a circular from the American Mutual Acci- 
dent Association of Mansfield, Ohio, announcing that the trustees 
had resolved to discontinue business. This association was organ- 
ized in 1880, with General Brinkerhoff as president, G. A. Clug- 
ston, Mayor of Mansfield, general agent, Prof. Geo. Mitchell, sur- 
geon, and a number of the prominent citizens of Mansfield in the 
board of directors. After seven years experience, these gentlemen 
vote to give up the business because it does not pay, and because 
they cannot hope to do a legitimate business in competition with 
other assessment companies that are run on a speculative basis and 
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solely in the interests of the officers and managers. The trustees 
announce that they have paid every honest claim in full, and have 
furnished accident insurance at an average cost of $10 per annum, 
They recommend their members to transfer to the United States 
Mutual, with which company they made arrangements so that the 
transfer costs the members nothing. We note the fact of the retire. 
ment of this association for the purpose of commending the appar. 
ent integrity of the management in abandoning the undertaking 
when they found they were working on an erroneous basis and 
could not fulfill their promises. They might have increased their 
rates, but the members would not have understood the reasons for 
it, and would no doubt have accused them of an attempt to “ feather 
their own nests.” Rather than submit to any imputations of this 
character, they surrendered a franchise that many would have 
deemed valuable, and arranged to transfer their members, without 
cost to them, to another association whose rates are a little higher, 
but of established reputation. Ordinarily, the managers would 
have got in as much money as possible and converted it to their 
own uses, leaving the members without insurance or any redress 
whatever. Hundreds of assessment companies have disappeared 
in this way, and in one case in this city a reserve fund of some 
$60,000 was spirited away. It is evident that assessment com- 
panies that undertake to do an insurance business at less rates 
than experience shows to be adequate must eventually go to the 
wall, and while so many are going that way, the exceptional one 
that does so honorably is entitled to due credit therefor. 





DISTRIBUTION OF FIRE INSURANCE. 


OR some weeks past we have been printing, under the caption 
of “ Fire Insurance by States,” the record of premiums and 
losses made by the different fire insurance companies in the sev- 
eral States and Territories. We have thus printed the record for 
every State except New Hampshire, from which we have been un- 
able to obtain the figures, owing, we presume, to the death of Com- 
missioner Pillsbury and the unfamiliarity with the routine of the 
office of his successor, Commissioner Huse. The omission of 
New Hampshire is, however, a matter of comparatively little im- 
portance, from the fact that the regular companies withdrew from 
that State over two years ago, and the business has since been 
transacted by home companies or “ undergrounders” and “ wildcats.” 
The reports we have printed have, in the main, been furnished us 
officially, and are as nearly correct as such a compilation can be 
made. In this issue of THE Specraror we print a recapitulation 
of the individual reports, thus showing the aggregates of premium 
receipts and losses in each State, and the ratio of losses to pre 
miums. As these aggregates are given in comparative form for 
six years, the record presented cannot fail to be of value to mana 
gers of companies. The thoughtful underwriter will be able at 4 
glance at this exhibit to learn the aggregate experience of all com- 
panies doing business in a given locality during the six years last 
past, and to determine whether or not that is a field that will pay 
him to cultivate. 

From these figures it will be seen that there was an increase of 
nearly $6,000,000 in the premium receipts of all companies in 
1887 over 1886, and an increase of losses of about $10,000,000. 
The loss ratio was the highest, with the exception of 1884, incurred 
during any year given, and was nine per cent higher than in 1883. ° 
The State of New York shows an increased loss ratio of neatly 








sday 


‘ustees 
| have 
nnum, 
States 
at the 
retire- 
uppar- 
‘aking 
S and 
| their 
ns for 
ather 
f this 
have 
ithout 
igher, 
vould 
their 
dress 
eared 
some 
com- 
rates 
o the 

one 


ly 











| May 10, 1888.| 


THE SPECTATOR. 


RECAPITULATION OF FIRE PREMIUMS AND LossEs BY STATES, 





227 


RECAPITULATION OF FIRE PREMIUMS AND Losses BY STATES—Cont. 
















































































, see 
STATE. | Year, | Premiums, L: sses. 3 3-3 
ge 
|| |*Ae 
— | | a 
BR <5 sigcawwdinksu sedans 4senne | 1887 | $569,292 $404,421 | 71.0 
1886 431,949 281,637 | 65.2 
1885 | 612,528 250,436 4°7 
1884 450,159 300,244 | 80.0 
1883 | 462,330 251,773 | 545 
| 1882 | 357,487 119,675 | 33-5 
H — 
Totals and average.........e0- | | $2,883,745 | $1,668,186 57.9 
RE.) wixeceoewhs penederbensd | 1887 | $26,229 $7,716 39-4 
| 1886 44,390 68,483 | 154.3 
1885 53,598 77,942 | 145-4 
1884 55352 58,456 | 105.6 
Totals and average.......----.- | | $179.575 $212. 597 | 1784 
BNNs cccecabureseessseseeeber | 1887 | $554,781 $325,781 60.5 
| 1886 | 304,314 215,004 70.7 
| 1885 | 449.798 316,895 70.5 
| 1884 412,698 245,456 59-5 
| 1883 | 370,212 355,180 95-9 
1882 = 259,204 221,363 85.4 
Totals and average..........-.- $2,351,007 | $1,679,679 71.4 
PN cccdanasoparktenescouses 1887 | $6,383,721 | $2,417,092 37-9 
1886 5,185,772 2,654,371 51.2 
1885 4,541,268 2,033 215 44.8 
1884 4,484,768 1,279,480 28.5 
| 1883 4,038,581 1,612,968 | 39.1 
| 1882 4,192,821 1,639,819 | 39.9 
Totals and average............. $28,826,931 | $11,636,945 | 43.7 
Ds vawwneneannet odes ccmca dee | 1887 $5,109,991 $3,315,620 64.8 
1886 5,020,931 3,242,800 64.5 
| 1885 5,016,132 2,837,850 57.6 
1884 4,993,457 3.165.762 | 63.4 
1883 4,624,741 3,048,724 | 65.9 
1882 4,229,706 2,807,368 | 66.4 
Totals and average............. | $28,994,958 | $18,418,124 | 63.5 
I Ccirnverhassindsalacarecee 1887 | $904,197 $381,144 | 422 
1886 | 812,850 377,035 46 4 
1885 | 744,974 227,257 | 30.5 
1884 | 750,068 342,902 | 45-4 
1883 | 769,727 357,068 | 46.6 
1882 | 544,723 266,716 48.9 
Totals and average. -..-........ | $4,532,530 $1,952,122 430 
oa | 
ee omeceee 1887 $2,020,116 $094,779 49.2 
1886 1,723,602 726,492 | 42.1 
1885 1,822, 364 1,043,120 | 57.2 
1884 1,740,060 761,c68 | 43.7 
1883 1,526,808 | 1,037,790 | 679 
1882 1,420,199 959,864 | 67.9 
Total i ee ee ort eS 
ne $10,253,149 | $5,523,113 | 53.9 
oo, a ee: | 
Penne emia ens -enesepeses 1887 | $1,137,069 $564,262 | 496 
1886 1,456,050 468,590 | 322 
1885 1,155,955 539,025 | 46.7 
1884 672,418 495,535 69.2 
1883 591 821 262,477 | 44.4 
1882 406,008 | 135,217 33-3 
Total ye’ = } 
S and average. .......00- $5,419,321 | $2,435,106 | 44.9 
DN s6vsctseorsiouseccciteceds 1887 $150,855 | $116,306 | ga8 
1886 188,862 | 105,969 | 56.0 
1885 200,000 | 100,000 50.0 
1884 194,783 | 93,309 47.9 
1883 155,706 42,845 27-5 
*1882 125.000 35,000 28.0 
Tot age 
otals and average........ sees $1,024,206 $493,429 48.2 
District . i 
et of Columbia...........0.00¢ 1887 $296,343 $97,671 329 
| 1886 165,5 152,712 92.2 
1885 165,781 116.736 70.4 
1884 132,886 28,957 21.8 
1883 131,651 38,825 29.5 
| *1882 100,000 35,000 55.0 
Tot ape t 
otals and average............. | $992,223 $469,901 47-4 
Florida....... | 
Sab Siieaike eeemneeee 1887 $313,990 & =. $153,731 48.9 
1886 287,203 214, 74.8 
1885 224,535 280,753 125.0 
1884 279,406 463,857 | 165.9 
1883 238,385 | 223,329 | 93-7 
1882 126,828 | 101,931 80.4 
Totals and average............. | $1,470,407 | $1,438,399 97 8 
————e | | 
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$1,480,360 $753,018 | 508 
1,289,115 501,656 38.9 
1,352,878 572,183 42.3 
1,317,811 941,839 72.2 
1,348,469 1,049,631 77:8 
1,036,836 781,657 | 75-4 
$7,825,469 | $4,599,984 | 58.8 
$27,275 $423 1.6 
13,334 320 2.5 
26,327 12,924 49.1 
31,479 13,718 | 43.6 
$08,415 $27,301 | 27.8 
$9,100,676 | $5,069,520] 55.7 
9,695,022 3,838,902 39 6 
8,158,539 4,539,381 556 
8,010,078 | 3,046,883 45-5 
7,857,984 | 4,005,539 | 50.9 
7,147,034 1,967,985 27.5 
$49,969,333 | $23,068,210 | 46.2 
$2,546,170 | $1,564,372 | 61.4 
1,951,917 1,058,318 54.1 
2,427,320 1,604,011 66.1 
2,096,661 1,407,899 | 67.1 
2,341,057 1,433,930 | 66.0 
2,116,235 | 779,876 61.3 
$13,479,360 | $7,848,406 | 58.2 
$2,905,365 | $1,422,126 | 489 
2,939,861 1,442,260 | 490 
3,005,130 | 1,180,977 } 39-3 
2,960, 304 | 1,247,303 | 42.1 
3,303,058 | 1,414,083 | 36.6 
2,978,536 993,15 | 30.3 
$18,152,254 | $7,610,560 | 41.9 
$1,024,407 | $1,218,788 | 63.3 
2,875,523 | 920,460 | 32.0 
1,998, 101 | 760,120 38.1 
| 1,709,007 528,226 | 30.7 
| 1,349,991 646,637 | 47.9 
| —- 1,140,143 | 367,987 | 32.3 
| $10,997,172 | $4,442,218 | 43.9 
| $2,051,290 | $1,748,865 85.3 
1,921,183 1,099,451 57-2 
| 1,904,013 1,106,506 58.1 
1,846,945 1,356,335 73-4 
1,878,509 942,601 50.2 
1,569,761 721,952 45-9 
$11,171,701 $6,975,701 62.4 
$1,792,667 $731,530 | 40.8 
1,307,691 803,825 61.4 
4,085 732 2,435,560 51-9 
801,028 552,869 $9 0 
1.615.997 907,010 56.1 
1,560,000 850,000 56.7 
$11,703,115 | $6,280,794 | 53.7 
$1,143,801 $554,057 | 48.4 
1,303,666 1,176,320 90.2 
1,185,262 667,082 56.3 
1,324,284 998,982 75-4 
1,260,537 883,428 70.1 

| 852,239 605,874 71.1 
$7,069,789 | $4,885,743 | 69.1 
$1,550,201 | $1,263,446 | 81.5 
1,523,424 1,246,747 81.8 
1,430,331 721,420 50.2 
1,440,851 813,510 56.5 
1,570,954 624,995 | 39.8 
1,405,698 611,826 43-5 
| $8,927,459 | $5,281,944 | 59.2 
$6,195.658 | $2,637,723 | 42.7 
| 5,678,582 | 2,528,093) 44-5 
5,582,398 2,477,514 | 44-4 
| 5,396,375 | 3,289,100 | 60.9 
5,250 499 3,151,021 60.0 
| 4s722,177 4,272,688 | 90.5 
| $32,825,689 | $18,356,139 | 40.7 











*Figures for this year are estimated, 
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RECAPITULATION OF FIRE PREMIUMS AND Losses BY STATES—Cont. RECAPITULATION OF FIRE PREMIUMS AND LossEs BY STATES—Cont, 
| 322 | | soe 
STATE. | Year. Premiums. Losses, 2 ae STATE. Year. | Premiums. Loss+s. 2 i 
| 238 | ast 
a a, 
— |— — | ————____—_—__— - | aes 
PIE sevwicasvevevareracseesses 1887 $3,396,233 | $1,970,792 is Be CM iisccsiscsonsesescscen | 1887 | $348.119 $177,358 509 
we: | Sasa) Bier | 8% | el] es 
5 , 4 1994, . | 493, S 5 
1884 31334.579 2,395,873 71.8 1884 | 443.979 453,086 | 1022 
1883 3,225,766 1,717,647 53-2 1883 | 423,290 | 231,514 547 
1882 2,807,455 1,441,037 51.3 *1882 | 400 000 260,000 650 
Totals and average.....----.... | $19,235,613 | $11,475 228 59 6 Totals and average............ $2,537,800 $2,105,525 82 
| 9 
NN eo are allan Cahners ae $3.151.412 $2,341,345 74-3 SR ete ae coe caauanides - ($5. 588,139 | $3,083,395 552 
I | 2,833,04 1,797,923 3-4 4.845.575 3,02T,2' 4 
me | imee| ime] £3 me | imei) em) 
1884 | 2,539,092 1,888,561 74-4 42 4,269,989 37 
1883 | 2,452,329 1,910,461 77-9 1883 4,490,010 2,355,677 | 525 
1882 | 1,941,244 1, 169,187 60.2 1882 4,579. 736 2,406,033 63.9 
Totals and average .......ccee | $15,686,155 $10,251,970 65 4 Totals and average.......------ $30,280,060 $18,153,071 599 
NMI i060 ccccwecorecssess 1887 $250,419 $96,384 38.5 Oregon........-eseccecsccecceeses- | 1887 $732,769 $205,911 279 
1886 | 384,044 | 315,525 55.5 1886 413,290 166,800 | 40.4 
1885 | 317,880 262,296 82.5 1885 454.794 99508 | 219 
1884 338,564 229,097 | 67.7 1884 470,074 287,892 | 612 
1883 317,832 154,433 48.6 | 1883 478,577 354,118 73-9 
*1882 275 000 193,000 70 2 *1882 350.000 220,000 62.9 
Totals and average...... senses | $1,884,639 | $1,280,735 66 4 Totals and average............. | $2,899.c04 | $1,334,229 | 46.0 
ee ree eee $4,243,232 | $3,157.920| 74.4 Pennsylvania......--.........see0e- 1887 | $8,273,875 | $4,497,879 | 544 
1886 3,843,032 2,396,022 62.3 1886 | 71353. 361 4,926,864 66.7 
| tutes) sotee| i | wae | Stectas| Sstenme| me 
| . 105, ’ , - | 1905-245 "s 
1883 | 4,056,763 2,092,686 51.1 . | 1883 7.067.733 4,171,323 | 59.0 
1882 | 3,698,205 2,221,666 601 | 1882 | 6,362,908 4,274,913 | 67.2 
Totals and average............- | $23,773,452 | $14,758,206 62.1 Totals and average.....-....... | $42,979 605 | $27 214,455 63.3 
| 
seo tr iiae iid ddsaeusnseen 1887 | $319,686 $132,126 ele §=WN BE ois bi ce cesese asec | 1887 $2,729,352 | $622 252 22.8 
1886 | 267,278 169,356 63.3 1886 684,463 165,71 242 
1885 | 237,859 175,233 737 1885 2 593,162 562,160 21.7 
1884 228,134 48,803 21.4 1884 2,463,748 910,698 | 36.9 
| 1883 | 146,311 28,713 19.6 1883 2,348 245 650,853 | 277 
*1882 | 100,000 20,000 200 1882 2,075,190 966,641 46.6 
Totals and average...........-. | | $1,299,439 $574 231 442 Totals and average......-.-.-.. $12,894,160 | $3,878,315 | 308 
OWTEORR osceccccciis sseceaveceees | 1887 | $1,504,836 $631,678 41.9 South Carolina........ccsccccoe vee 1887 $287,386 $107,332 | 385 
| 1886 | 1,497,738 475,481 319 | 1886 458,825 | 221,691 48.3 
188s mo op 353,357 25.6 1885 579.536 = 3 457 S 
1884 1,296, 14 417,813 32.2 | 1804 599, 3 399,262 
1883 1,045,564 297,245 28.4 | 1883 578,845 411.259 | 710 
1882 637,415 180,073 28.3 “1882 500,090 175,000 | 350 
Totals and average............. $7,363,200 | $2,355,647] 319 Totals and average............. | $2,973,898 | $1,483,021 | 499 
| | 
Pia tosb Rcd oar kcksevaave ees 1887 $46,797 $4,837 Me OE adicescecaeecscavdscccccs 1887 $1,285,326 | $1,334,092 | 103.8 
1886 106,471 win 26.0 1886 1,081,188 492,139 45.6 
1885 98,421 22,505 22.9 1885 1,026 872 759,606 | 739 
1884 81,675 43755 53 6 1884 1,041,901 681,242 654 
1883 85,628 39,952 40.7 1883 1,017,223 1,010,881 | 99-4 
*1882 60,000 30,000 50.0 1882 781,426 435.799 | 558 
Totals and average............. $478,992 $168,684 | 35.2 Totals and average.........--.. $6,233,936 | $4.713,819 | 756 
| 
New Hampshire................---- ee ener ees puke || Ms seubiebawasoabsemlnee: oan | 1887 $2,236,518 | $1,517 504 | 68.7 
1886 $553,534 $107,728 19.5 1886 1,983.314 | 895,444 | 44-1 
1885 506,419 363,939 72.9 1885 2,055,428 2,259 435 | 109.9 
1884 610,754 312 468 512 1884 2,155,947 1,639,420 | 76.0 
1883 560,958 348,237 62.1 1883 2,619,863 1,750,130 | 67.0 
1882 530,661 360,723 679 1882 1,960,981 1,907,508 97:3 
Totals and average.......----- $2,762,326 $1,498,095 54.2 Totals and average............. $13,012,051 $9,975,447 76.7 
NOW Jersey. ccccccccccescvcccsecse- 1887 $2,536.470 $1,150,069 45-90 UUM . ec cscrccccrcccerccscevcccees 1887 | $87,453 $62,843 | 74.9 
1886 2,424,175 1,017,143 41.5 1886 | 109,905 30,060 | 27-4 
1885 2,299,144 1,281,688 55-7 1885 98,141 31.705 | 323 
1884 2,090, 374 1,054 750 505 1884 | 100,154 | 14,016 | 139 
1883 2,105,440 976,017 46.4 1883 180,440 | 105.414 | 584 
1882 1,903,178 964.793 50 6 *1882 80 000 20,0c0 | 25.0 
Totals and average............. $13,358,781 | $6,444,460 48.2 Totals and average............ | $656,093 | $264,038 | 402 
New Mexico....-...++-+000: depvenss 1887 $134,336 See) oh WOES isceessncscreceasccowesons 1887 | $381,250 $216,134 | 56.7 
188 onan 42,437 | 63.3 = 357.587 195.603 ye 
27, 40,204 31-4 1885 | 299,842 40,808 | 4 
1884 109,754 127,392 | 116.1 1884 | 340.735 197,498 = 
1883 108,772 57,083 525 1883 | 321,290 | 321,740 | . 
1882 83,793 30,476 | 364 1882 | 295,641 | 235,500 | 797 
Totals and average....---...... $631,659 | $328,087 | 519 Totals and average............. | $1,996,345 $1,307,283 | 955 
| 
BE cds dves cistececenetvonson 1887 | $18,425 986 | $13,937,606 i” | WIE pics gue winededscsSeeccces 1887 | $1,101,702 $612,429 | 556 
— 18,868,049 9,595. 101 508 1886 | 957,684 | 482,187 a 
1885 18,068,456 | 9,904 909 54.8 1885 | 1,081,050 | 750.793 
1884 17,570,660 hawk ine / see 1885 | 1,002,586 | 735,606 733 
1883 17,290,511 | 9 716,382 | 562 1883 | 1,094,833 065,469 | 60 
1882 17,135,297 | 10,877,543 63.5 “1882 | 850,000 | $55,000 | 3 
Totals and average..........-.- [$207,358.959 | $64,059,653 59-7 Totals and average..... hiatal | $6,087,855 | $3,801,484 62.4 
| 
——E 











* Figures for this year are estimated, * Figures for this year are estimated. 
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‘ eg. 

STATES. Year. Premiums. Losses. 5 Pa 

° 

“4 & 

hington Territory...-... 1887 $178,414 $81,976 459 
ae , 1886 183,962 86,279 40.9 
1885 184,944 102,105 55.2 

1884 121,567 100,571 827 

Totals and average.....---..... | $668,887 $370,931 55:5 
it VIR inci cccescscsesccsaea] 1887 | $170,778 $110,280 64.6 
1886 172,830 129 976 75.2 

1885 170,864 142,174 83.2 

1884 232,582 103,022 44-3 

1883 272,971 125,183 45-9 

*1882 155,000 93,000 600 

Totals and average....-.......- $1,175,025 $703,635 59-9 
WISCONSIN... ....20.sccevereeccecees 1887 $2,959 290 | $1,814,002 61.3 
1886 2,8 2,603 1,363,867 48.7 

1885 | 2,903,010 2,158,260 745 

1884 2,683,737 2,010,901 749 

1883 2,557,125 1,775,804 | 699 

1882 2,193. 381 1,625,531 | 741 

Totals and average.......----++ | $16,099,146 | $10,748,365 | 66.8 
Wyoming ....... hos dedcanwadiennaes 1887 $62,892 $52,317 | 83.2 
1886 86,675 42,705 49-3 

1885 49,515 5,768 117 

1884 64,513 32,219 499 

1883 48,512 7,667 158 

1882 32,678 10,6¢4 324 

Totals and average.....se-+seees $344,785 $151,280 439 
Aggregate business in United States} 1887 | $108 , 626,024) $63,701,345 58.6 
I ccnecoiNediaceceenGe ; | e 
1886 | 102,164,1II | 53,770,387 52.6 

1885 103 950,165 | 56,163,788 54.0 

} 
1884 97,424 939 | 58557,752 | 601 
| 
1883 95,641,849 | 47,594.442 | 49.8 
1882 86,019,824 | 48,939,576 569 
Totals and average..........+++ ($593.826.9r2 '$328.727,290 | 55-4 
RE Figures for this year are estimated, 

twenty-five per cent over 1886; Illinois, sixteen per cent; Dela- 


ware, sixteen per cent ; Minnesota, ten per cent ; Missouri, twelve 
per cent; Utah, forty per cent, while Massachusetts, California, 
Michigan and several other States show a decrease in the loss ratio, 
The States named are widely separated, indicating that the ravages 
by fire are not confined to any particular section of the country, 
and that the ratio for one year is no criterion for what it may be 
in another year. The average experience for a series of years 
forms a very good guide, however, to those controlling the business 
of fire underwriting. A good many underwriters are afraid of the 
Southern States as a field of operation. The table given herewith 
shows that a judicious selection of localities in that field is likely to 
prove profitable, for while some of the Southern States show a 
heavy loss ratio, others will compare favorably in this respect with 
the best of the Northern States. Louisiana shows a small loss 
ratio for 1887, but as the companies of that State are not required 
to report their losses and premiums officially, the figures given are 
only those of other State and foreign companies. Could the total 
business of the State be given, a different result would be shown ; 
but whether more favorably or otherwise is problematical. Arizona 
and Idaho show a record of four years only, the business in those 
localities previous to 1884 not having been made a matter of 
record. When to the loss record is added the necessary expenses 
of conducting the business—an average of, say, 45 per cent of 
the premiums—it becomes apparent at once that fire underwriting 
is not the “ bonanza” many persons imagine it to be. The tables 
being 4 summary and analysis, further comment is superfluous. 
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SPECTATOR SURVEYS. 


THE report of the Scottish Union and National Insurance Company of 
Edinburgh, submitted at the sixty-third annual meeting of the directors 
recently held, shows that the profits of the company for 1887 were a little 
over $300,000, which enabled the directors to carry a handsome sum to 
the credit of surplus, and to declare a dividend of fifteen per cent free 


of income tax. Credit is given to the home office and the American 
branch, of which M. Bennett, Jr., of Hartford is manager, for the liberal 
manner in which they contributed to the success of the year’s business. 
The percentage of loss on the entire business was a trifle under fifty-five 
per cent, the smallest loss ratio of any foreign company. In this respect 
Mr. Bennett carried off the palm, for his loss ratio was 49.9, the smallest 
of any one of the 155 companies reporting to the New York department. 


* * * ~ 


THE action taken by the English companies in adopting a schedule of 
rates for dwellings is,likely to dea little more permanent in its effect tha: 
the recent movement started by certain leading New York companies, 
Whatever else may be said of English companies, they generally stick to 
any programme that they announce, and, as a rule, exhibit vastly more 
backbone than their American neighbors. There seems to be something 
conservative in the very atmosphere of an English company’s office, for 
they are mostly all run pretty much on the same lines, even when the resi- 
dent managers are Americans. 


* * * * 


PROBABLY the knowledge of ‘the broad basis on which they rest has 
something to do with this result. They are spread out all over the world 
and work their business on a much wider system of averages than is the 
case with even the biggest of the American offices. They can afford to 
play a losing game in the United States if they are making money else- 
where, because there are sure to be many years here that will show profit 
enough to keep the balance on the right sidein the long sun. The more 
limited a company’s field of operations is, the more uncertain is its destiny. 


* * * * 


THERE is a growing element of conservatism throughout the business, 
and while there are,weak spots and soft places, it may be considered as a 
whole that the prevailing conditions are sounder and more healthy than 
they were when the Metropolitan Association in New York was in com- 
plete working shape, and minor associations throughout the country were 
presenting unbroken fronts. There wasa measure of prosperity induced 
by high rates at that time, but it was an enforced and dangerous result. 
Whatever of good may come this year to the companies will be as the di- 
rect result of applying sound principles and common sense to the conduct 
of their individual affairs. 


* * * * 


Ir is understood that there are afew companies not now doing business 
in New York that are ready to come iu at any time whena tariff association 
shall be formed. They might just as well enter now without waiting for 
it, for the rates on the larger portion of the risks which go to agency com- 
panies are now as high rates as they would be under any circum- 
stances, The rates which are the most demoralized are those on risks in 
which the agency companies have little interest. The business which is 
being done at aloss is the gilt edged business, while the specials and 
high rate risks are making up the deficiency. 


* * * * 


PINE street, below William, has been brought into considerable promi- 
nence as an insurance centre. The extension of the Commercial Union 
building, which is now in progress, down Pine street, the removal of the 
Guardian into the next building and the location of the agencies of Kirby 
& Dwight and Harold Herrick in a building next to the Guardian’s has 
made this an attractive and useful insurance street. 


* * * * 


Fire MARSHAL Lewis will cover himself with glory if he succeeds in 
establishing his suspicions with regard to the Stover loss in Brooklyn. It 
is a very easy thing to guess ata case of incendiarism, but it is almost 
impossible, except in exceptional cases, to prove it. The establishment 


of a case and the fastening of the crime on the perpetrator is a public bene- 
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woe 
phd E 
Premiums. Losses. oI e. 
x<@ 
“5f 
$3,396,233 | $1,970,792 | 58.0 
3,241,100 1,965,772 60.7 
3,230,480 1,984,107 63.3 
3:334.579 2,395,873 71.8 
3,225,766 1,717,647 | 53-2 
2,807,455 1,441,037 | $1.3 
| $19,235,613 | $11,475 228 , 596 
} 
$3,151,412 | $2,341,345 74-3 
| 2,833,048 1,797,923 63.4 
| 2,769,030 1,144,493 | 41-3 
2,539,092 1,888,561 74-4 
2,452,329 1,910,461 77-9 
| 1,941,244 1, 169,187 60.2 
$15,686,155 | $10,251,970 65 4 
$250,419 | $96,384 | 38.5 
384,944 315,525 55-5 
317,880 262,296 82.5 
338,564 229,097 | 67.7 
317,832 154.433 | 48.6 
275 000 193,000 7O 2 
$1,884,639 | $1,250,735 | 664 
$4,243,232 | $3,157.920| 74-4 
3,843,032 2,396.022 62.3 
3 905.167 2,109,512 540 
4.027,053 2,780,400 69.4 
| 4,056,763 2,092,686 51.1 
| 3,698,205 2,221,666 601 
| $23,773,452 | $14,758,206 | 62.1 
$319,686 $132,126 41.3 
267,278 169,356 63.3 
| 237,859 175,233 | 737 
228,134 48,803 21.4 
146,311 28,713 19.6 
100,000 20,000 200 
$1,299,439 $574231 | 442 
$1,504,836 $631,678 41.9 
1,497,738 475,481 319 
1,381,501 353:357 25.6 
1,296,146 417,813 32.2 
1,045,564 297,245 28.4 
637,415 180,073 | 283 
$7,363,200 | $2,355,647| 319 
$46,797 $4,837 | 103 
106,471 27,635 26.0 
98,421 22,505 22.9 
81,675 43:755 | 536 
85,628 39,952 40.7 
60,000 30,000 50.0 
$478,992 $168,684 | 35.2 
$553,534 $107,728 | 19.5 
506,419 363,939 | 72.9 
610,754 312 468 512 
560,958 348,237 62.1 
530,661 360,723 | 679 
$2,762,326 | $1,498,095 54.2 
$2,536.470 | $1,150,069 | 45.3 
2,424,175 1,017,143 | 41.5 
2,299,144 1,281,688 55-7 
2,090,374 1,054 750 | 505 
2,105,440 976,017 | 46.4 
1,903,178 964.793 | go6 
$13,358,781 | $6,444,460 | 48.2 
$134,336 $30 495 | 22.7 
67,037 42,437 | 63.3 
127,967 40,204 | 31.4 
109,754 127,392 | 116.1 
108,772 57.083 | 525 
83,793 | 30,476 | 364 
$631,659 | $328,087 | 519 
$18,425 986 | $13,937,606 | 75.6 
18,868,049 | 9,595,101 508 
18,068,456 | 9.904.909 | 54.8 
17,572,660 | 10,028,112 | 57.1 
17,290,511 | 9716,382| 562 
17,135,297 | 10,877,543 | 63.5 
$64,059,653 | 597 


$107,358,959 | 
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| og 
STATE. Year. Premiums. Losses. 2 $3 
eat: 
DS SMa csi vincvcscncieces 1887 $348.119 $177,358 509 
1886 458,634 535,425 116.7 
1885 463,778 447.542 | 96.5 
1884 443.979 | 453,086 | 102.2 
1883 423,290 | 231,514 54.7 
*1882 400 000 260,000 650 
Totals and average............ $2,537,800 $2,105,525 82.9 
ididacetadtctcuiedsedeniaaennue 1887 {$5.588,139 $3,083,305 55.2 
1886 4.845.575 3,021,266 | 624 
1885 4,981,358 | 2,956,711 | 59.4 
1884 5,795 242 4,269,989 | 737 
1883 4:490,010 2,355,677 | 52.5 
1882 4579. 736 2,466,033 | 63.9 
Totals and average.......------ $30,280,060 | $18,153,071 | 599 
CREE c icepaiceovasnesecuternncss | 1887 $732,769 $205,911 | 279 
| 1886 413,290 166,800 | 404 
| 1885 454.794 99508 | 21.9 
1884 470,074 287,892 | 61.2 
| 1883 478,577 354,118 | 73.9 
| *1882 350.000 220,000 | 62.9 
Totals and average............. $2,899,504 | $1,334,229 46.0 
PIE 55 ois occas ose sn scree 1887 $8,273,875 | $4,497,879 | 544 
| 1886 7,353. 361 4,906, 864 66.7 
| 1885 7»316,583 4,000,546 | 54.7 
| 1884 6,605.145 5.362.930 | 747 
| 1883 7.067.733 4,171,323 | 59.0 
| 1882 6,362,908 4,274,913 67.2 
Totals and average............. $42,979 605 | $27 214,455 63.3 
Ne Css kn cnt cdeuees siscensas 1887 $2,729,352 | $622 252 22.8 
| 1886 684,463 | 165,71 242 
1885 2 593,162 562,160 | 21.7 
1884 2,463,748 g10,698 36.9 
1883 2,348 245 650,853 | 277 
1882 2,075,190 966,641 46.6 
Totals and average............. $12,894,160 | $3,878,315 | 308 
Bee Css ives ceesincies oe | 1887 $287, 386 $107,332 | 38.5 
| 1886 458,825 | 221,691 48.3 
| 1885 579,530 198.457 | 342 
| 1884 569, 306 369,282 649 
| 1883 578,845 411.259 710 
*1882 500,090 175,000 350 
Totals and average......-...... | $2,973,898 | $1,483,021 499 
DPE fis cainieoecsesescsccxccscd SN $1,285,326 | $1,334,092 | 103.8 
1886 1,081,188 492,139 45.6 
1885 1,026 872 759,666 73-9 
1884 1,041,901 681,242 65.4 
1883 1,017,223 1,010. 881 99-4 
1882 781,426 435.799 | 55-8 
Totals and average.......------ $6,233,936 | $4.713,819 | 75-6 
DUNE 5 isms ie ebeidabeeddexe 1t0% | 1887 $2,236,518 | $1,517 504 | 68.7 
1886 1,983.34 | 895,444 | 44-2 
1885 2,055,428 2,259 435 | 109.9 
1884 2,155,947 | 1,639,420 | 76.0 
1883 2,619,863 1,756,130 | 67.0 
1882 1,960,981 1,907,508 97:3 
Totals and average.....--...... | $13,012,051 | $9,975,447 | 767 
Sv chsbagusehpiateke ke deestG eee 1887 $87,453 $62,843 71.9 
1886 | 109,905 | 30,060 | 27.4 
1885 | 98,141 31,705 | 323 
1884 100,154 | 14,016 | 13-9 
1883 180,440 | 105,414 | 58-4 
*1882 80 000 | 20,0c0 | 25.0 
Totals and average............ | $656,093 | $264,038 | 402 
WRI < cetcscercneeckraedhrscca 1887 | $381,250| $216,134 | $67 
1886 357,587 | 195,603 | 54-7 
1885 | 299,842 140,808 | 499 
1884 | 340.735 197,498 | 57-9 
1883 | 321,290 | 321,740 | 100.1 
1882 295,641 | 235,500 | 79-7 
Totals and average............. | $1,996,345 | $1,307,283 | 655 
WR Lon ciavevwecvucdcessaceuns 1887 $1, 101,702 $612,429 | 55-6 
1886 | 957,684 | 482,187 | 50-4 
1885 | 1,081,050 750,793 69 5 
1884 | 1,002,586 | 735,606 | 738 
1883 1,094,833 | 665,469 on 
“1882 850,000 | 555,000 _ a 
Totals and average.......+..++- | $6,087,855 | $3,801,484 | 624 
—— 








* Figures for this year are estimated. 





* Figures for this year are estimated. 
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STATES. Year. Premiums. Losses. = Pa 

m5 f 

hington Territory..............| 1887 $178,414 $81,976 | 459 
ane ’ 1886 183,962 86.279 | 40.9 
1885 184,944 102,105 55-2 

1884 121,567 100,571 827 

Totals and average......--..... $668,887 $370,931 55-5 

| 

Se VIRGINIA, ooo ciceesesescsceccss 1887 $170,778 $110,280 64.6 
1886 172,830 129976 | 75.2 
1885 170,864 142,174 83.2 
1884 232,582 103,022 44-3 
1883 272,971 125,183 45-9 
*1882 155,000 93,000 600 
Totals and average...---+...... $1,175,025 $703,635 | 59.9 
Wisconsin... ...000-cccscorcccnceces | 1887 $2,959 290 | $1,814,002 | 61.3 
| 1886 2,8. 2,603 1,363,867 | 48.7 
| 1885 2,903,010 2,158,260 745 
1884 2,683,737 2,010,901 | 749 
1883 2,557,125 1,775,804 | 699 

1882 2,193. 382 1,625,531 | 741 
Totals and average.......----+- $16,099,146 | $10,748,365 | 66.8 
DE icc cinevizecicoetsscesses 1887 $62,892 $52,317 | 83.2 
1886 | 86,675 42,705 | 49-3 
1885 | 49,515 5,768 117 
1884 | 64,513 32,219 | 499 
1883 48,512 7,667 158 
1882 32,678 10,6¢4 324 
Totals and average......0-+++0+ | $344,785 $151,280 439 

| | 

Aggregate business in United States| 1887 | $108, 626,024! $63,701,345 58.6 
CE AGREE... ccdcesstecceccesves ‘ ° 
1886 | 102,164,111 | 53.770, 387 52.6 
1885 103 950,165 56, 163,788 54.0 
1884 97,424 939 | 58557,752 | 601 
1883 | 95,641,849 | 47,504.442 | 49-8 





1882 | 86,019,824 | 48,939,576 | 569 











Totals and average............- | (593,826,912 '$328.727.290 55-4 
| 








— Figures for this year are estimated. 

twenty-five per cent over 1886; Illinois, sixteen per cent; Dela- 
ware, sixteen per cent ; Minnesota, ten per cent; Missouri, twelve 
per cent; Utah, forty per cent, while Massachusetts, California, 
Michigan and several other States show a decrease in the loss ratio, 
The States named are widely separated, indicating that the ravages 
by fire are not confined to any particular section of the country, 
and that the ratio for one year is no criterion for what it may be 
in another year. The average experience for a series of years 
forms a very good guide, however, to those controlling the business 
of fire underwriting. A good many underwriters are afraid of the 
Southern States as a field of operation. The table given herewith 
shows that a judicious selection of localities in that field is likely to 
prove profitable, for while some of the Southern States show a 
heavy loss ratio, others will compare favorably in this respect with 
the best of the Northern States. Louisiana shows a small loss 
ratio for 1887, but as the companies of that State are not required 
to report their losses and premiums officially, the figures given are 
only those of other State and foreign companies. Could the total 
business of the State be given, a different result would be shown ; 
but whether more favorably or otherwise is problematical. Arizona 
and Idaho show a record of four years only, the business in those 
localities previous to 1884 not having been made a matter of 


_ Tecord, When to the loss record is added the necessary expenses 


of conducting the business—an average of, say, 45 per cent of 
the premiums—it becomes apparent at once that fire underwriting 
is not the “bonanza” many persons imagine it to be. ‘The tables 
being a summary and analysis, further comment is superfluous. 
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SPECTATOR SURVEYS. 


THE report of the Scottish Union and National Insurance Company of 
Edinburgh, submitted at the sixty-third annual meeting of the directors 
recently held, shows that the profits of the company for 1887 were a little 
over $300,000, which enabled the directors to carry a handsome sum to 
the credit of surplus, and to declare a dividend of fifteen per cent free 
of income tax. Credit is given to the home office and the American 
branch, of which M, Bennett, Jr., of Hartford is manager, for the liberal 
manner in which they contributed to the success of the year’s business. 
The percentage of loss on the entire business was a trifle under fifty-five 
per cent, the smallest loss ratio of any foreign company. In this respect 
Mr. Bennett carried off the palm, for his loss ratio was 49.9, the smallest 
of any one of the 155 companies reporting to the New York department. 


* * * * 


THE action taken by the English companies in adopting a schedule of 
rates for dwellings is ,likely to bea little more permanent in its effect thas 
the recent movement started by certain leading New York companies, 
Whatever else may be siid of English companies, they gererally stick to 
any programme that they announce, and, as a rule, exhibit vastly more 
backbone than their American neighbors. There seems to be something 
conservative in the very atmosphere of an English company’s office, for 
they are mostly all run pretty much on the same lines, even when the resi- 
dent managers are Americans. 


* * * * 


PROBABLY the knowledge of ‘the broad basis on which they rest has 
something to do with this result. They are spread out all over the world 
and work their business on a much wider system of averages than is the 
case with even the biggest of the American offices. They can afford to 
play a losing game in the United States if they are making money else- 
where, because there are sure to be many years here that will show profit 
enough to keep the balance on the right sidein the long run. The more 
limited a company’s field of operations is, the more uncertain is its destiny. 


* * * * 


THERE is a growing element of conservatism throughout the business, 
and while there are,;weak spots and soft places, it may be considered as a 
whole that the prevailing conditions are sounder and more healthy than 
they were when the Metropolitan Association in New York was in com- 
plete working shape, and minor associations throughout the country were 
presenting unbroken fronts. There wasa measure of prosperity induced 
by high rates at that time, but it was an enforced and dangerous result. 
Whatever of good may come this year to the companies will be as the di- 
rect result of applying sound principles and common sense to the conduct 
of their individual affairs. 


* * * * 


Ir is understood that there are afew companies not now doing business 
in New York that are ready to come in at any time whena tariff association 
shall be formed. They might just as well enter now without waiting for 
it, for the rates on the larger portion of the risks which go to agency com- 
panies are now as high rates as they would be under any circum- 
stances, The rates which are the most demoralized are those on risks in 
which the agency companies have little interest. The business which is 
being done at aloss is the gilt edged business, while the specials and 
high rate risks are making up the deficiency. 


* * * * 


Pine street, below William, has been brought into considerable promi- 
nence as an insurance centre. The extension of the Commercial Union 
building, which is now in progress, down Pine street, the removal of the 
Guardian into the next building and the location of the agencies of Kirby 
& Dwight and Harold Herrick in a building next to the Guardian’s has 
made this an attractive and useful insurance street. 


* * * * 


Fire MARSHAL Lewis will cover himself with glory if he succeeds in 
establishing his suspicions with regard to the Stover loss in Brooklyn. It 
is a very easy thing to guess ata case of incendiarism, but it is almost 
impossible, except in exceptional cases, to prove it. The establishment 
of a case and the fastening of the crime on the perpetrator is a public bene- 
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faction which deserves the highest recognition, and if this case bea genu- 
ine one it is a matter of great moment to the insurance companies that it 
should be proved. 

* x x * 


THE arrangement of summer vacations is a matter which is now begin- 
ning to exercise the managers of the larger offices, where a pretty system- 
atic time table has to be followed out in order to prevent the depletion of 
too great a part of the clerical force at anyone time. If clerksare to have 
the full Saturday half holiday again this year it is almost questionable 
whether there ought not to be some reduction of the usual fortnight’s vaca- 
tion. A full half day once a week isa benefit really intended for those 
who have to work straight through the year, and it taxes the resources of 
a busy office materially to give this half day to all its employees through- 
out the summer, in addition to a stated vacation. 


* * * * 


THE gloricus Fourth of July fireworks season is now rapidly approach- 
ing, and it will be interesting to notice what the city and the insurance 
companies are ‘‘ going to do about it.” While such lessons as were taught 
last year and the year before are still fresh, there is much agitation of this 
subject ; but the need for action is then over, so far as that particular sea- 
son is concerned, and before another season comes around the subject is 
well nigh forgotten. The companies can do more to cure this evil even 
than the city authorities, and it is very high time that they exercise their 
prerogatives, 








CONTRIBUTED PAPERS. 


FIRE HAZARDS IN TEXTILE MILLS. 
By C. JoHN HEXAMER, C. E., Member of the Franklin Institute. 
(Continued from page 192.) 


The process of dyeing may be divided into: first, the cleaning of yarn, 
warp, or raw stock; secondly, the dyeing proper, and thirdly, drying. 
The first operation consists in boiling and scouring the material ; this is 
performed in vats, the scouring being accomplished either by hand or 
automatically by scouring machines, The operation carries no special 
danger from fire with it except where oily materials are scoured, and then 
allowed to lie in heaps ; which are conditions favoring spontaneous com- 
bustion. 

The custom of some dyers of adding oil to the stock in the dye-tubs to 
soften itis a bad one. If properly dried the oil is superfluous; if dried 
too hot the presence of the oil in the stock materially increases the hazard 
of fire from ignition of the damp, oily stock, subjected to the heat of the 
drying chest. The process of dyeing creates no danger from fire; a 
hazard lies in the chemicals stored for the process. We here find un- 
slacked lime (which, on getting wet, will cause fire), sulphuric acid and 
other chemicals ; and piles of logwood in the process of ‘‘ curing,” which 
it has been claimed are liable to ignite spontaneously. Although we have 
never heard of a fire caused by the spontaneous combustion of logwood, 
yet from what such eminent chemical technologists as Muspratt and Stoh- 
mann tell us of the nature of the process of ‘‘ curing” logwood, it seems 
quite probable that fires may originate through its agency, Chlorate of 
potassium is also sometimes stored, the hazards of which are well known. 

The material is, after dyeing, sometimes sized, but whether sized or un- 
sized, dried ; and it is here that fires in dye works chiefly occur. The 
danger of a dry house depends greatly on the material dried. The dry- 
ing of piece goods, warps or yarns is not as dangerous as the drying of 
raw stock, and especially raw cotton. In the hot summer months yarns 
and sometimes raw stock are dried on ‘‘ drying flats;” but, as a rule, 
they are dried in rooms heated either by steam, furnaces, or by the 
natural heat of the boilers below. The steam pipes are arranged to run 
either along the wall, below or (which is seldom the case) above the 
material to be dried. The last arrangement is preferable, as in that case 
it will be impossible for the material to drop on the pipes. In this 
method of drying the only requirements are that steam pipes rest on 
iron, as live steam pipes will ignite wood, and that the steam pipes are 
kept clean, The antiquated method of drying by furnaces is very objec- 
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tionable, and has, in our country, been almost entirely superseded by the 
much safer process of steam drying. The last method, which is fre. 
quently used where drying rooms are situated over the boiler room, is 
the most economical ; and, when properly constructed, so that it is im. 
possible for yarn dust or fibres to fall within dangerous proximity of the 
boilers or boiler flues, has no special hazard connected with it. Special 
care should in this case be taken to well enclose the boilers by brick. 
work, and where this has not been done a thick layer of sand should be 
spread on top of them, thus protecting them against falling particles, 

The hazard of a yarn dry house varies with the nature of the yarn dried, 
It is safer to dry woolen and worsted than shoddy, cotton or jute yarns, 
Care must be taken to remove from steam pipes all fly and bits of yarn 
which may accumulate on them. It is not advisable to have lights in dry 
rooms. Lights become especially hazardous when shoddy yarns, spun 
with low-grade wool oil or heavy black petroleum oils are dried. Itisa 
well-known fact that oils of this kind cannot be saponified and washed 
out before dyeing, and must, therefore, be present in the yarns when 
dried. The heat of dry rooms evaporates any contained lighter petro. 
leum products, and in a short time the dry house is filled with very 
inflammable vapors, which would be readily ignited if brought in contact 
with an open light. 

The custom of filling the dry house with yarn in the evening and turn. 
ing on steam, in order to do the dyeing at night, when the rest of the 
mill is not in operation, is a bad one, I have been informed that the 
majority of our dry house fires occur towarcs morning, and, as a rule, 
on damp nights, when the moisture contained in the exterior air prevents 
the rapid escape of hot air through ventilators in the roof, and when 
the person in charge has turned on a full head of steam to overcome the 
increased moisture of the air in the dry house. Ventilators in the roof of 
the yarn dry house which, if closed, open automatically when a dangerous 
temperature is reached in the dry room, should never be omitted. | 
jave constructed a ventilator which opens automatically when a danger. 
ous temperature is reached, and at the same time rings an alarm in the 
superintendent’s office giving notice of the fact. 

In the dyeing of raw stock, especially cotton, the question becomes 
changed and even the best method isdangerous. This stuff will flash and 
spread in an instant, frequently making it difficult for the hands employed 
to save themselves from the flames. The apparatus for drying raw stock 
usually consists of a box closed at the top bya screen, over which the 
material is placed, a fan or blower, and the steam pipes for supplying 
heat. It is apparent that these may be put together and arranged in the 
following ways: Either the fan and pipes are in the box beneath the 
screen, or the pipes are outside and the fan under the screen, or the fan 
is outside and the pipes inside, or both are outside. The first arrange- 
ment is poorest. In this case the fan draws the air from outside, forces 
it over the steam pipes and into the stock; if a piece of cotton should 
fall on the pipes below and there ignite, it would impart the flames to the 
stock above. Besides, in all cases in which the fan is above the stock, 
the shaft and other working parts soon become covered with fuz ; this 
soaks up the oil with which such machinery must constantly be lubri- 
cated. Should at any time the journals, from some cause, as by want of 
oil, become hot, the greasy waste becomes ignited and the flames ascend 
to the stock. 

Hot journals, on all kinds of machinery, are by no means a seldom 
occurrence ; the skillful inspector may frequently have noticed by a test, 
although not very zsthetic yet practical, that by spitting on the journals 
of revolving cards, or other machinery, how the saliva instantly vaporizes 
into acloud of steam; and the impatient traveler may often have won- 
dered ‘‘ What are they stopping for,” when the simple cause was a hot 
journal from an unoiled axle. 

The second method of drying is better than the first, but is still subject 
to the latter objection ; in this case the steam pipes are above the stock, 
and the hot air is sucked through the stock by the fan (blower) beneath. 
The next is but the reverse of the foregoing, and is seldom employed. 
The last is the best ; in this case, the steam pipes are over the stock, while 
the fan sucks the hot air through the stock by a flue, which is connected 
with the box. A method often advised by some insurance men, but which 
I believe to be objectionable, is the following: The pipes are outside of 
the box, and on a lower level than the drying stock, the fan or blower 
being also outside and lower than the stock. The fan sucks the hot aif 
from the pipes and blows it through a flue into the closed space under the 
stock. Now let us suppose that a thick layer of moist stock be laid 00 
the screen, and observe the effect. The layer of moist stock will be almost 
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impervious to a current of air, the hot air from the fan will be confined, 
cannot escape from the enclosed space below the screen, but the fan will 
continue pumping hot air into the box until very soon a dangerous tem- 


perature is reached. 
( To be Continued.) 





WESTERN ITEMS. 


At Des Moines, Ia., April 30, a fire occurred in the three-story brick 
building on the south side of Court avenue just south of Fifth street, occu- 
pied by The Leader and Homestead newspapers, causing a total loss, proba- 
b!y, of the $11,000 insurance on contents and a partial loss of the $5500 on 
building. This fire developed the fact that the water company of that 
city is not living up to its guarantee, as from the start no water reached 
above the second story. After sending word .o the water company, and 
after the fire had almost burned itself out, an increased supply of water 
was obtained. Some of the fire-plugs also, showed need of repairs ; one 
especially, allowed nearly as much water to escape into the street as into 
the hose attached. At least four leads of hose burst while in service at 
this fire. It is safe to suggest that the companies interested in this loss 
should investigate the water company’s guarantee, the fire-plugs and fire 
hose, and the insurance companies carrying risks on similar property in 
that city can now ask for complete equipment with some class of fire ap- 
paratus of the newspaper and printing offices. The city also needs an 
aerial ladder truck, the ladders now in use will not extend above a low 
two-story building. High buildings in Des Moines are sure to be total 
losses if the water supply and fire protection are to remain as they proved 


at this fire. 
* * * 


Martin Co.tuins, the well-known general and local agent, has secured 
large and elegant offices at 105 and 107 North Third street, St. Louis, the 
former quarters of the German Savings Bank. As Martin moved up the 
hili and turned into Third street, it brought back old recollections and 
the fact that just twenty-six years ago he occupied No. 205. He believes 
in having the most comfortable office possible. 


* * * 


Tue American Central elects its thirteen directors in the following 
manner: three every three years and four every four years. The four 
who have received a re-election from April 17 include President Crain. 
This company during the past eighteen years has received in premiums 
oneand three-quarter millions of dollars, with a loss ratio of forty-nine 


per cent. 
* * * 


THE underwriters of St. Louis are talking of placing in service another 
salvage corps company. If they do, the city will have three of these 
crews, Will Chicago continue with only two? 


* * * 


Tue many friends of Frank C. Case of St. Louis were very earnest in 
their expressions of sympathy and sorrow at the death of his wife, which 
occurred April 14. 

* * * 


Tue Board of Fire Underwriters of St. Louis, since its organization in 
1872, has accomplished many praiseworthy acts, and the members are 
deserving of much credit from their companies and the public. At 
Present, the grading of the construction of buildings is receiving the 
board’s attention. High structures will ere long be rated upon a new 
Schedule. The two companies constituting the present salvage corps 
have always done excellent work. Next August will complete the first 
year’s work of the board’s bureau of inspection, which, working under 
the able directions of President J. A. Waterworth, has proved of 
Steat value. St. Louis is not like some of its neighbors, given over 
to the rebate system for auxiliary fire alarms, and at present only twelve 
buildings are equipped with the Western Electric Company’s electro- 
Mercurial fire alarm, which at first furnished quite a number of false 
alarms, but has never reported a fire, possibly because the twelve risks 
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have been free, thus far, from fires. The system connects only with the 
salvage corps headquarters, 


* * * 


APRIL 1 closed the first year of The Examiner, an insurance journal 
published by and at the sole expense of the St. Louis board agents, with 
its object that of “exposing dishonest companies and unreliable brokers, 
and educating the insuring public of this city to a knowledge of the real 
merits of the board and the companies represented therein.” Several in- 
surance papers have allowed themselves to believe that The Examiner 
was a competitor of theirs, but they may dismiss any such feeling. At 
present the paper is not issued, but when occasion arises it will appear 
again. 

* * * 

Tue St. Louis fire department, under the management of Chief Linds- 
ley, is in excellent condition, It consists of twenty-six steamers, four 
chemical engines, seven hook and ladder trucks, three of which are 
‘‘aerials,” and twenty-six hose companies, besides the two salvage corps. 
Three new steamers will be added during the next twelve months. The 
department carries 30,000 feet of fire hose, having added 12,000 feet last 
year, and contemplates the addition of 15,000 feet this year. 

* * * 

The heavy fire losses of last year have had atendency to reduce the lines 
formerly carried by insurance companies, but the excellent work accom- 
plished by the board’s inspection department should win the companies 
back to their former lines. Rates to-day are comparatively high, save in 
outside districts and on dwellings. It is predicted that this class will 
soon come in under a regular schedule adopted by the board. The thir- 
teen local mutual companies, with innumerable solicitors, of course, 
make a strong pull for this unrated property, but they are anxious to com- 
bine with other companies on schedule rates. A great amount of build- 
ing is being done here. In the business district they are all modern 
structures, and the high ones will berated under a new schedule. Special 
hazards, as a rule, have in the past been very profitable to companies 
writing general lines thereon. 

* x x 


LIFE insurance is assuming large proportions in Missouri, which last 
year furnished some sixteen millions in premiums to life companies, four 
of which secured over one million each, 


* * * 


Tue Granite State has withdrawn from the St. Louis board, and is now 
represented by George W. Magin. The New York Underwriters are also 
out, Mr. Gray having taken exception to the board and the manner 
in which it laid down the law to him. 


* * * 


Some time since there was considerable talk of reducing the expenses 
and membership of the fire department of Omaha, Neb. A majority of 
the business men were interviewed by the daily press, and, with few 
exceptions, they were opposed to any such proceeding. Had the depart- 
ment been curtailed and insurance rates advanced, how those few would 
havecomplained! The department only has fifty-five paid members, three 
steamers, only one of which can be placed in service in five minutes, one 
aerial hook and ladder truck, one chemical engine, five hose carriages 
and one cart and gooo feet of good hose; and this equipment to cover a 
city like Omaha, with a population of 110,000 scattered over a large 
territory. 

x * * 

THE Omaha Republican recently contained a whole page advertisement 
of Wheeler & Wheeler's fire agency and their companies. Their office 
building is also decorated with new ‘‘ company signs.” The Long Island 
will now have a place among the others, as this company has just entered 
Nebraska and appointed this firm its agents. 


x * o 


A PROMINENT agent of Omaha, Neb., remarked to THE SPECTATOR 
correspondent recently that ‘the representation of a fire insurance 
company to-day was not what it should be, and had changed materially 
during the past few years. And what was the cause? Why, ‘the 
union,’ of course. An agent to-day need know nothing of the principles 
and practice of fire underwriting ; he need not post himself or read up 
matters relative to the business, He is required only to go out, get the 
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business, put it on a daily report, and hand it to the compact manager. 
The manager stamps and mails the dailies to the respective companies 
and the general agent is satisfied that the policy has been correctly written 
and has the manager’s ‘O.K.’ for the rate. The agent troubles himself 
about nothing—not even the form—only how to secure the premiums, To 
prove this, look at our ‘agents’ here to-day. Why, we have forty-three, 
all under the compact manager. Now, of these, only a few are real un- 
derwriters, the balance are real estate men, etc. Two years ago we only 
had eleven agents. Some companies establish numerous agencies in one 
city. We have some sixteen here for one company. No, we need know 
nothing except how to get the premiums in,” 


* * * 


TueE National Inspection and Map Company of Chicago, organized and 
run by mutual fire companies, held a meeting not long ago and de- 
cided to add more inspectors and increase the excellent work already ac- 
complished. At present there are twelve inspectors in the field and the 
total expenditures for the current year are estimated at some $60,000. 
This enormous expense brings the cost of each inspection furnished at about 
twelve dollars, and where the report is unfavorable and the company is 
instructed not to write, the expense is rather heavy. There has been 
considerable complaint that the reports are too long, that the expense of 
reproducing at the inspection office is unnecessary. What mostof the 
companies desire is to know that the risk has been thoroughly inspected 
by competent men, and whether they should accept or decline the risk. 
The full report of inspection should be kept on file at headquarters for 
reference only. It is quite evident that the enormous expense will cause 
several companies to discontinue the service, D. W. S. 

Cuicaco, May 5, 1888. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


ALBANY. 


Considerable Progress in Insurance Matters—The Senate Passes Fassett's Bills Re- 
lating to Co-operative Fire Companies and to the Service of Process on Insurance 
Companies—The Burns ‘' False Statement"’ Bill Reported by the Senate Commit- 
tee—Other Measures Passed—Bills Likely to Fail—Endres' Buffalo Fire Depart- 
ment Bill before the Governor. 


[From OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 


During the past week considerable progress has been made in pushing 
to the front bills that are in the way of advancement. Of course, as I 
have several times before stated, fully half of the bills will never be heard 
from again. 

The Senate has passed and the insurance committee of the Assembly 
has reported favorably upon Senator Fassett’s co-operative fire insurance 
companies bill ; also Senator Fassett’s bill relating to service of process 
on insurance companies, 

The Senate insurance committee has reported Mr. Burns’ bill relating 
to false statements by foreign companies, and it has been ordered to a 
third reading. 

The Assembly has passed Senator Worth’s bill changing the name 
of the Brooklyn Credit and Indemnity Company, and also Senator 
Pierce’s bill permitting life companies to do an accident business, The 
Senate has passed Mr. Ives’ bill providing for the incorporation of insur- 
ance companies. 

A glance at the list of Assembly and Senate bills shows that a good 
part of them will never reach the Governor, even if the legislature should 
put in much more work than it usually does upon the closing days. The 
Assembly committte on insurance has the following bills before it, which 
are never likely to come out: Sullivan, in regard to live stock ; Gordon, 
providing that life companies must send out second notices; Cornwell, 
in regard to the payment of high salaries by insurance companies ; Reitz, 
for the alleged protection of policyholders in industrial insurance compa- 
nies ; Hornidge, making fire policies cover the property forty-eight hours 
after the giving of the deed ; McCann, providing for an accounting on 
maturity for endowment and tontine policies so that the beneficiary shall 
have the benefit ; Brundage, repealing the Burns casualty law of 1887. 

The Senate committee on insurance has the following: The McNaugh- 
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ton bill in regard to live stock ; Collins, providing that no greater divi. 
dend than seven per cent shall be paid by insurance companies. 

The Senate committee on miscellaneous corporations has the following: 
Reilly, in regard to foreign fire companies doing business in this State; 
Russell, in regard to fraternal associations and societies ; Laughlin, pro. 
viding that mutual societies and companies may do a co-operative busi. 
ness. The committee on banks has Van Cott’s bill relating to the Frank. 
lin Loan and Trust Company of the city of New York. 

Thus it will be seen that quite a large proportion of the insurance bills 
have never left the committees of eitherhouse. The Governor now has 
before him for his approval the Endres bill in regard to the management 
of the Buffalo Fire Department. All of the other bills seem to be hang. 
ing between life and death, with the prospect that most of them will die, 

ALBANY, May 8. SPECTATOR. 


NOTES FROM THE SOUTH. 


THE fire department of Memphis, Tenn., was never in better condition, 
and the recent appointment by the Board of Underwriters of an inspector 
of buildings, who makes a thorough survey of all structures in an intelli. 
gent manner, contributes materially to reduce the fire hazard. No better 
man could fill the position of inspector of buildings than the one chosen 
for the office, James E. Clary, who prior to March 15 was chief of the fire 
department, and in a long experience has become acquainted with all 
buildings in Memphis. Mr. Clary goes into the service of the underwrit- 
ers on a Salary of $1800 per annum, and devotes his entire time toa 
thorough inspection of the buildings of the city. His valuable work is 
calculated to improve the condition of risks in Memphis very materially. 


* * * 


MEMPHIS, Tenn., has a population of 75,000 persons, and covers 
an area of 3200 acres, all embraced by the fire limit. There is an ordi- 
nance regulating the sale and use of fireworks, and one for investigating 
the causes of fires. The mercantile buildings are of brick, five and six 
stories, metal roofs ; dwellings principally brick, three stories. The fire 
department consists of five steam fire engines in service and one in good 
condition in reserve. Two new steamers have been ordered from the 
Ahrens Manufacturing Company, and will arrive about July 1. Two 
new hose carriages received at that time will make eight hose carriages in 
all. There are one chemical engine, two chemical hand extinguishers 
and one hook and ladder truck. Siamese couplings are used in the de- 
partment. There are 8500 feet of hose in good condition. The depart- 
ment has twenty-seven horses ; value of apparatus and supplies, $50,000; 
value of department buildings, $92,000. Membership of department, 
fifty-three full paid men ; annual expenses of department, $42,000, Fire 
alarm telegraph, fifty-four street boxes. On the retirement of Chief Clary, 
James V. Ryan was elected chief and James Burke assistant chief, he 
being also captain of the hook and ladder company. The chief is elected 
by the police and fire commissioners to serve during the pleasure of the 
board. As to water supply, the city has excellent water-works by the 
direct system ; capacity, 9,000,000 gallons daily; sixty “miles of street 
mains ; diameter of largest, thirty-six inches ; smallest, three inches ; 300 
hydrants ; water pressure, thirty-seven pounds; sixty-two public cisterns. 
There were some $2,000,000 of fire losses in Memphis last year by cotton 
fires, but the warehouses are being improved in accordance with the latest 
ideas, and the citizens do not propose to have any more heavy fires if 
they can help it. 

* * * 

Tue Southern Accident Insurance Company of Richmond has increased 
its rates from $12 to $18 annual premium for $5000 death indemnity; 
$9.50 semi-annual premium; $5 quarterly premium, This increase of 
rate does not apply to present policyholders, 

* * * 


Last December, it will be remembered, that local commission No. ! of 
the Western Union called for an advance in rates at Nashville, Teno. 
which order the local board, representing local companies and union and 
non-union companies, failed to acquiesce in, and eventually the commis- 
sion visited Nashville and established a compact apart from the local 
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board, though rates have never beenincreased. The two boards still con- 
tinue, the local board being composed of five local companies and two 
agents and the compact of ten agency firms. 

* * * 

Tue Northwestern Mutual Fire of Wahpeton, Dak., has refused to pay 
a loss on a flouring mill at Nashville, although local underwriters say all 
agency companies have acknowledged liability and satisfied the insured. 
The Northwestern Mutual remains to be heard from. 

x x * 

A Four cornered legal controversy has developed in the settlement of 
the losses on the compress fire which occurred in Memphis in November 
last, in which the fire and marine companies, the railroad companies and 
the compress company are interested parties. The total fire insurance on 
the cotton in the compress was $300,000, and the marine insurance thereon 
was under the customary open policy. The value of the cotton was 
$630,000. Under the operation of the marine policy the cotton is covered 
from the time it becomes the property of the buyer when he secures it at 
the warehouse, and continues until the cotton reaches its final destination. 
The cotton in question being thus covered by both fire and marine poli- 
cies appears to have been doubly insured, and the controversy between 
the compress company and the railroad companies considerably increases 
the complication, The railroad company alleges that the cotton having 
just gone to compress, where it would probably have stayed two or three 
weeks, when the fire occurred, released them from liability, the com- 
press company then becoming responsible. On the other hand, the com- 
press people aver the responsibility of the railroad companies, for when 
the cotton was taken to the compress, receipts were given by the com- 
press company to the owners, which were at once taken to the railroad 
companies and exchanged for bills of lading, and the compress company 
claims that the railroad companies, having issued such bills of lading, be- 
came responsible for the safety of the cotton. Too much insurance 
appears to be a primary reason for the dispute. It will be interesting to 
learn how the losses will be apportioned between the fire and marine 
companies ; and as many similar insurance agreements are effected from 
time to time in as loose a manner, the settlement of the case will be 
watched with interest. 

* ¥ * 

JANUARY 22, 1887, the insurance companies lost $300,000 by the burn- 
ing of a warehouse filled with cotton, and other buildings at Memphis. 
The burned property was well protected by insurance and the insurance 
was duly paid. It appearing, however, that the fire was caused by a spark 
falling from a passing locomotive, the insurance companies in January 
of the present year entered suit against the railroad company. This suit 
has not yet come to trial, but the insurance companies believe that they 
can prove that the railroad company was liable for the loss. 











DOINGS IN KENTUCKY. 


Tue Kentucky legislature adjourned yesterday, after a session of 127 
days, and goes home, followed by the general verdict, so far as public 
sentiment may indicate, of being as incompetent a body as ever gathered 
in the legislative halls. It is the opinion of thoSe most intimately con- 
nected with the affairs of the past session that the trouble has arisen from 
a lack of leadership, or, it might be more proper to say, a disinclination 
to listen to those who were able to lead. At any rate, there has been a 
painful want of concert, and while a great deal has been attempted, but 
little has really been done of general interest or benefit. It is probably 
well for insurance interests that so little has been accomplished, for it is 
doubtful whether a disposition to act would have resulted in any good to 
the companies. While the tendency ‘‘how not to doit” has defeated 
measures that were meritorious and needed, it has also extended to those 
that were vicious, and it is probably well worth surrendering the former 
io escape the latter. 

* x * 

Tue Hanks valued policy bill was smothered to death in the commit- 
tee’s pocket, and Brother Hanks will have to find some other means of 
Setting even with the ‘* soulless corporations.” This bill applied only to 
buildings, and proposed to make the companies pay the face of the policy 
Orrebuild. The * underground” bill, requiring citizens to pay a tax on 
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premiums paid to unauthorized companies, was defeated, on a reconsid- 
eration, by two votes. A little work on the part of interested parties 
would have easily made this bill a law, but the insurance people preferred 
to let it take its course alone. The bill requiring companies to appoint 
the insurance commissioner attorney for the service of process passed 
the Senate, but was never called up for action in the House. The little 
attorneys’ grab bill passed the Senate, but was not heard from any more 
after the House committee had considered it once. It was aimed at the 
arbitration clause, and provided that suit might be brought immediately 
upon the accruing of a loss, regardless of any agreement in the contract. 
The steamboilers bill met with a similar fate. It proposed to appoint 
municipal inspectors, and passed the House, but did not get through the 


Senate. 
* * * 


THE only bill of any general importance that passed during the session 
was the one tc amend the civil code, providing that companies shall pay 
ten per centum damages in appealed cases. Two bills incorporating 
companies have passed recently. They are the Midland Guarantee and 
Surety Company and the State Insurance Company. 

x * * 

THE Southern California Insurance Company of Los Angeles and the 
Exchange Fire Insurance Company of New York have entered Kentucky. 
* * * 

THE movement to lower rates in Frankfort has led to a rerating of the 
city, and, it is suggested, will probably result in raising the rates on an 
average. BLuE GRAss. 

FRANKFORT, Ky., May 5. 








NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


Louisiana Insurance Laws. 


Tue fact that so many insurance companies have come to grief in Louis- 
iana, and that it has been a favorite stamping ground for ‘ wild 
cat’? companies and fraudulent agents, is due largely to the fact that the 
laws of that State rather encourage affairs of that kind. Hon, Simeon 
Toby, formerly member of the legislature, and later Assistant Secretary 
of State, charged with the duty of looking after insurance matters, has 
written to The Vindicator the following letter on this subject : 


In retiring for the present from the supervision of the insurance branch 
of the Secretary of State’s office, I desire to state in most emphatic terms 
that no business in the State of Louisiana requires a closer and more 
rigid surveillance than our insurance interests, both for the insurer and 
the insured. Our present laws are simply frauds and a tissue of absurdi- 
ties, to wit: Any number of men (not less than seven) can organize an 
insurance company with five dollars ($5) paid up, and an authorized cap- 
ital of a million and are within the purview of the corporation laws, 
With such laws where is there any protection? Wildcats, buzzards and 
sharks have an open field. Now what can be done to prevent the same 
character of companies from other States and countries from entering the 
State? Nothing. What is the result? Failures and liquidation, and in 
many cases total loss to stockholders, policyholders and third parties. 
In fact, in other words, Louisiana bids for scheming knaves ! 

In view of the foregoing, I further desire to state that I have drawn up 
several bills to be introduced at the next session of our legislature, bear- 
ing upon this question, and among them, one for the establishment of a 
separate and distinct insurance department, embodying the best features 
now existing in New York, Massachusetts, Illinois, Ohio and other States. 
This bill, with the others, has been in the hands of a committee of insur- 
ance men and agents for three weeks, awaiting co-operation and some 
well-defined plan of operating with the legislature. I trust, my dear sir, 
you will investigate this question and aid me and our people in securing 
the legislation so much needed. Though someof the bills, if carried, 
will eliminate old and young asylums, they will reinstate our commercial 
Status, on insurance honesty and protection, inviting fair competion and 
honest management. I can furnish some interesting items and facts if 
wanted, which would open your eyes. Yours truly, 

SIMEON Topsy, 





The World’s Longest Tunnel. 


AN engineering work that has taken overa century to construct can 
hardly fail to offer some points of interest in its history and illus- 
trate the march of events during the years of its progress. An in- 
stance of this kind is to be found in atunnel not long since completed, 
but which was commenced over one hundred years ago. This tunnel, or 
adit, as it should be more strictly termed, is at Schemultz, Hungary. 
Its construction was agreed upon in 1782, the object being to carry off 
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the water from the Schemultz mines to the lowest part of the Gran valley. 
The work is now complete, and it forms the longest tunnel in the 
world, being 10.27 miles long, or about one mile longer than St. Gothard 
and two and one-half miles longer than Mont Cenis. The height is nine 
feet ten inches and the breadth five feet three inches. Thistunnel, which 
has taken so long in making, has cost very nearly a million sterling, but 
it appears to have been well spent; at least, the present generation has 
no reason to grumble, for the saving from being able to do away with 
water-rising appliances amounts to £15,000 a year. 

There is one further point, however, worth notice, for if we have the 
advantage of our great-grandfathers in the matter of mechanical appli- 
ances, they certainly were better off in the price of labor, The original 
contract for the tunnel, made in 1782, was that it should be completed in 
thirty years, and should cost £7 per yard run, Foreleven yearsthe work 
was done at this price, but the French revolution enhanced the cost of 
Jabor and material to such an extent that for thirty years little progress 
was made. 

For ten years following much progress was made, and then the work 
dropped for twenty years more, until the water threatened to drown the 
mines altogether. Finally the tunnel was completed in 1878, the remain- 
ing part costing £22 a yard, or more than three times as much as the 
original contract rate.—London Engineering. 





Life Insurance by Scates. 











| : Insurance : 
Companigs. Macc Written — Losses. 
in 1827, 
NEBRASKA. 
Connecticut Mutual...-.... 4 $8,000 $4,598 $2,794 
Equitable, lowa ........... 19 13,000 709 1,000 
Equitable, New York....... 168 529,811 46,478 9,000 
Germania ......scccscecees 2 2.477 a Deere 
FROMGs cc ccwssccsevesseses.- 39 110,000 GOW) -ncscsess 
John Hancock Mutual..... cht —-<peleanitva 2 9 ee 
Manhattan ...... --.-----. 21 54,500 2,500 2,000 
Massachusetts Mutual..... 73 133.355 5,204 21,500 
Michigan Mutual........... 304 522,309 19,430 1,000 
Mutual, New York........ 340 807,840 128,309 71,609 
Mutual Benefit..........--- 37 117.477 21,702 11,875 
National, Vermont...... 124 307,500  ” See 
New England.........-... ON er ee _ Aan 
ed ee 494 1,950,52> 85,142 22,569 
Northwestern Mutual....... 186 446,641 69,223 16,235 
Pacific Mutual .....-......- *55 *I94,000 333 | eee weeee 
Penn Mutual.............. 2 6,000 ee 
Provident Savings.....---- 89 345,000 6,408 3,000 
Standard L fe and Accident 60 173,000 Boe | 0. des ose 
ic cdscwidewpeesss *2 202 *5,266, 330 *56,097 *19,012 
Union Central...... rere 238 428,536 St tore 
Union Mutual........-----. 50 108,045 3284 | — cwvccene 
Washington .............. 23 49,500 G,I90 | ew cecces 


* Mostly accident business, 





A Good Law. 


BELOw will be found the text of a law which has just gone into operation 
in Massachusetts, and which, providing for close investigation and re- 
ports of the circumstances connected with all fires which occur through- 
out the State, is expected to in time materially reduce the fire loss. The 
city of Boston, which already has a fire marshal who attends to such in- 
vestigations, is exempt from the operations of the law. 


Section 1. Section one of chapter two hundred and sixteen of the pub- 
lic statutes is hereby amended so as to read as follows: When property 
is destroyed by fire it shall be the duty of the board of fire engineers in 
cities other than the city of Boston, and in towns having a board of fire 
engineers, and of the board of selectmen in towns having no board of fire 
engineers, to make investigation of the cause, circumstances and origin 
thereof, especially to examine whether it was the result of carelessness or 
design. Such investigation shall be commenced within two days of the 
occurence of the fire, not including the Lord’s day. They shall present a 
written statement to the city or town clerk for careful record by him in a 
book provided by the Insurance Commissioner, of all the facts relating to 
the cause, kind of property, amount of value destroyed, ownership and 
such other particulars as may be called for in the form provided, and any 
other facts which to them seem pertinent ; and such record shall be made 
within two weeks of the occurrence of the fire. The book of record shall 
be kept in the office of the clerk of the city or town, and it shall be his 
duty to make transcript of such fire record for the year preceding upon 
a blank form provided by the Insurance Commissioner and forward same 
to the insurance department within fifteen days from the first of January 
in each year. 

Whenever, from the investigation aforesaid, there appear reasonable 
grounds for believing that the fire was caused by design, the chief of the 
board of fire engineers of the city or of the town having such board of fire 
engineers, or the chairman of the board of selectmen of the town having 
no such board of fire engineers, shall apply to a police, district or muni- 
cipal court, or tria! justice, for a jury of inquest, and such court or justice 
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shall forthwith issue a warrant to a constable of such city or town, requir. 
ing him forthwith to summon six good and lawful men of the county to 
appear before the court or justice at a time and place expressed in the 
warrant, to inquire when and by what means the fire originated. Any of 
the herein named city or town officials neglecting or refusing to comply 
with any of the requirements of this act shall be punished by fine of not 
less than twenty-five nor more than two hundred dollars. 





Organization of the New York Fire Department. 


THE annual report of the fire commissioners of New York city for the 
year 1887 has been published, and shows the full force of officers, 
members and employees of the fire department, of all grades, at the close 
of the year to have been 1192. They are divided as follows: At head. 
quarters, including the commissioners, clerical force, etc., 24; bureau of 
chief of department, uniformed force, including 32 officers and men re. 
lieved from fire service and assigned to special duties, 997; pilots, 
engineers and stokers of fire boats (ununiformed), 12; bureau of inspec. 
tor of combustibles, 10 ; bureau of fire marshal, 5 ; bureau of inspection 
of buildings, 55; attorney to department, 1; fire alarm telegraph, 18; 
repair shops, 64; hospital stable,6. Of the active force, 100 of the 
officers, engineers and firemen have been in service since 1865, when 
the paid department was organized. 

The force of the bureau of the chief of the department is organized into 
55 engine companies, 2 of which man the 2 fire-boats, and 19 hook and 
ladder companies. Of these 11 are double companies of 18 men each, the 
complement of the single companies being generally 12 each, though a few 
consist of but 8 men, and those having charge of the water towers, in addi- 
tion to other apparatus, of 16. 

The inventory of the apparatus includes 2 fire-boats, 65 steam fire en- 
gines in service and 20 in reserve, 35 four-wheeled hose tenders in ser- 
vice and 5 in reserve, 28 two-wheeled hose tenders in service and 16 in 
reserve, 3 water towers in service, 31 hook and ladder trucks (including 
3 first-size turn-tables) in service and 5 in reserve, 10 chemical engines in 
reserve, 16 fuel wagons in service andr in reserve, 1 wrecking truck, 
139 chemical fire extinguishers, 1 supply wagon and 12 chief of battalion 
wagons in service, and 3 hand engines, 1 hose carriage, 14 hose jumpers 
and 4 chief’s wagons inreserve. Of hose there were at date of the report 
186,586 feet, including 108,900 feet of 2!4-inch combination rubber, and 
73,905 feet of 2%4-inch cotton rubber-lined. The horses in the service of 
the department numbered 337. 

The expenditures of the department for the year 1887 footed up 
$1,798,920. Of this $1,494,920 went for salaries, as follows: Headquar- 
ters, $42,722; bureau chief of department, $1,272,182; bureau inspector 
of combustibles, $12,192 ; bureau of fire marshal, $7389; bureau of in- 
spection of buildings, $74,698; attorney, $4000; fire alarm telegraph 
$21,922 ; repair shops, $54,999; hospital stables, $4816. For apparatus, 
horses, rents, supplies, etc., were spent $281,500, and for a new engine 
house and furnishing the new headquarters, $22,500. The alarms fe- 
ceived during the year numbered 3160, of which 2929 were for actual 
fires. Of those in buildings, 2649 were confined to the point of starting, 
175 confined to the building, and but 37 extended to other buildings. 
There were 16 fires in vessels and 52 in other places (woods, etc.). The 
percentage of fires which extended to other buildings was but 1} per 
cent, against an average of 2% per cent for the previous six years, and 
of buildings destroyed less than 1 per cent, against an average of nearly 
2 per cent for the previous six years. The fires occurring between mid- 
night and noon numbered 946, against 1983 between noon and midnight. 
The greatest number of fires took place in July (372), the least in August 
(195). The most destructive fire was the burning of the Belt Line cat 
stables on May 27, when the losses reached $592,925 ; following that was 
the burning of the Morgan steamship line pier, with several loaded lighters 
and canal boats, on February 28, with a loss of $492,600, and next the 
fire in the storage warehouse on West Fifty-eight street, the losses by 
which aggregated $345,325. 

The total losses by fire for the year are put at $5,584,625, of which 
$1,401,096 were on buildings, and $4,183,529 on contents, the insurance 
amounting to $18,822,625 on buildings, and $19,692,217 on contents, and 
the estimated uninsured loss being $310,549 on buildings and $387,945 
on contents, a total of $698,494. The average loss per fire was $1,906.90 

The quantity of water used at fires is estimated at 41,419,500 gallons, 
including 4,800,500 gallons of. river water pumped by the two fire-boals. 

A total of 201 members of the department were injured while on duty 
(4 fatally), while 98 citizens were injured (11 fatally) at fires before the 
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arrival of the department, and 1 killed and 2 fatally injured after the 
department arrived. 

During the year tr persons were indicted for arson, of whom 7 were 
convicted and sentenced to various terms of imprisonment, while 4 
escaped punishment for lack of evidence or by flight. In addition, 3 
incendiaries were found to be insane and committed to the asylum. 





MERE MENTION. 


—The Poneniah Benefit Association has been formed at Cambridge, 
Mass. 

—Lawrence Barrett, the actor, is said to have his life insured for 
$120,060. 

—Cattle are slaughtered by electricity in St. Petersburg, Russia. Death 
is instantaneous. 

—Some reductions in rates on certain businces risks have been made 
at Anniston, Ala. 

—At Levis, P. Q., a new fire cistern is building to protect the princi- 
pal ward of the town. 

—James Williamson, a director of the Auckland (N. Z.) branch of the 
Equitable Life, is dead. 

—The Continental Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Michigan City, 
Ind., has been incorporated. 

—The American Life’s new building at Philadelphia will, it is an- 
nounced, be ready October I. 

—George H. Marsh, president of the State Insurance Company of Des 
Moines, Ia., died May 2 in that city. 

—The Massachusetts House last week rejected Commissioner Mer- 
rill’s bill relating to assessment societies. 

—At Minneapolis during April the fires numbered thirty-three. The 
losses were $14,699, and insurance $41,000. 

—The Brooklyn Board of Aldermen has extended the fire limits over 
the whole of the Seventh and Sixteenth Wards. 

—It is reported that a new system of water-works is needed at Peoria, 
Ill., the present one being inefficient for fire service. 

—The fire losses in the United States and Canada during the month of 
April are put, by The Commercial Bulletin, at $11,326,350. 

—Our correspondent at Brantford, Ont., writes that the city intends to 
abolish the volunteer fire department, and organize a paid force. 

—There were eighty-seven alarms of fire at Cleveland, O., last month, 
the greatest number recorded since the organization of the fire department. 

—Clayton, Gloucester county, N. J., offers $200 reward for the appre- 
hension of incendiaries, who have been disporting themselves there of 
late, 

—Melon, O.,a town without fire protection, had a $100,000 fire last 
Friday. The town hall, church and a number of other structures were 
destroyed, 

—The Governor of New York has signed the bill authorizing the issue 
of $500,000 bonds for an increased water supply and distribution by the 
city of Buffalo. 

—We are in receipt of a copy of the proceedings of the seventh annual 
meeting of the Association of Fire Underwriters for Texas, held at Hous- 
ton April 11-13, 

—We have received from Insurance Commissioner O. R. Fyler of Con- 
necticut, a copy of Part II. of his annual report, covering life and acci- 
dent companies, 

—We want a few copies of THE SpEcTATOR of June 23, 1887. Any of 
our readers who may have them to spare will confer a favor upon us by 
Sending them on. 

—Haverhill, Mass., will probably have a protective department. A 
Committee of the city council has been examining into the workings of 
the one at Lawrence. 

—At the recent quarterly meeting of the Insurance Journalists’ Asso- 
Ciation at the Astor House, New York, the resignation of J. S, Bloom- 
ingston, editor of The Investigator, was accepted. The quarterly meet- 
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ings of the association will be held in future on the second, instead of 
the fourth, Thursdays of January, April, July and October. . 

—The Western Fire and Marine and the Insurance Company of Da- 
kota, both of Sioux Falls, have consolidated under the name of the Insur- 
ance Company of Dakota. 

—R. A. Waller & Co. have been appointed local agents of the London 
and Lancashire at Chicago; W. G. Bentley & Co., at St. Louis, and Baker 
& Lapsley, at Kansas City. 

—The Standard’s estimate of last week’s fire losses in the United States 
is $1,565,000, a total since January 1 of $42,896,000, at which rate the loss 
for the year will be $126,266,640. 

—According to The Standard the New Hampshire Underwriters Asso- 
ciation has informally agreed to appoint a competent inspector of electric 
lighting plants and construction. 

—Ata test of the new water-works at Geneva, N. Y., last week six 
fire streams were thrown simultaneously, one of which reached a height 
of 135 feet, despite a strong wind. 

—Wide Awake for May is at hand, as breezy and bright, and clean and 
entertaining as ever. It would be hard to suggest an improvement in 
this admirably conducted juvenile magazine. 

—At Topeka, Kan., April 27, a servant girl poured gasoline froma 
five-gallon can into a lighted gasoline stove. She and a child are dead, 
another woman lingers in agony and the house is not. 

—Juliana Metz, the female accomplice of Dr. Castelnau, the European 
life insurance swindler, whose conviction and sentence we noted last 
week, has also received her reward—five years at hard labor. 

—In the case of the fire in Babcock & Co,’s hat factory in Boston last 
March, Fire Marshal Whitcomb finds that it was caused by spontaneous 
combustion in a can of waste, and that the automatic alarm did not work. 

—S.S. Griswold, recently sentenced to pay fines of $500 and costs 
for violating the Colorado insurance laws, has been let off on payment of 
costs and $50 additional, and promising to be good and never do so again, 

—The Firemens Insurance Company of Chicago has moved to 200 
La Salle street ; Edward M. Teal & Co., to 160 La Salle street; A. H. 
Darrow & Co., to the Rookery Building ; J. L. Whitlock, to the first floor 
of 208 La Salle street. 

—The report of the commissioner of internal revenue for 1887 shows 
that during the past fifteen years only 1,874,585 gallons of the 554,449,454 
gallons of whiskey in bonded warehouses were burned, The average loss 
is 34-100 of I per cent. 

—The Independence Insurance Company of Philadelphia has been 
organized with John H. Davis, late secretary of the Mechanics, as presi- 
dent. This is the first fire insurance company which has been started in 
the Quaker city since 1876, 

—A press dispatch from Rochester, N. Y., states that Oscar A. Tanner, 
an insurance agent, has been arrested on complaint of the Phoenix Mutual 
Life of Hartford, that while acting as its agent he failed to pay over 
certain premiums collected. 

—Hartford, Conn., will buy another self-propelling steam fire engine, 
which will make the third in service in that city. Of all the cities which 
have at one time or other experimented with the self-propellers, Hartford 
is the only one which, sticks to them, 

—A policy was presented recently at the office of a leading foreign 
company with request that the following endcrsement be thereon in- 
scribed: ‘‘ Privileged for the introduction and use of a telephone in 
said building.”—Commercial Bulletin. 

—In accordance with instructions from Superintendent Maxwell, Chief 
Examiner Michael Shannon, assisted by Examiner John Horan, have 
made an investigation of the affairs of the Fire Association of New York, 
and report an impairment of $18,835. 


—New Hampshire's fire losses for April, as compiled by F.C, Living- 
ston of Manchester, foot up $67,861, due to twenty-six fires. The insur 
ance paid aggregated $46,561. Last year twenty-one fires gave a loss of 
$238,497, and the insurance pzid was $210,791. 


—The report of Insurance Superintendent Carr of Missouri shows the 
fire losses of that State in 1887 to have been about twelve per cent above 
the average for the past ten years, having been for the stock companies 
72.84 per cent of the premiums received. In St. Louis the losses aggre- 
gated 99 per cent of the premiums received ; in the State, outside of St, 
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Louis, 51 percent. The life companies doing business in the State num- 
ber twenty-six, and have 87,855 policies in force, insuring $71,634,000. 
There were twenty-four assessment companies admitted under the law of 
1887, 

—Lynn, Mass., contemplates adopting a new building ordinance, which 
is expected to work a great improvement in the system of building and 
reduce the fire hazard. It enforces the use of fire escapes, closed and 
guarded elevator shafts, iron shutters, fireproof roofing, etc. 
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—While a Sunday school entertainment was in progress in a public 
hall at St. Louis, on the evening of April 27, some scoundrel started a 
fire in the basement. Fortunately it was quickly discovered and put out, 
thus, dcubtless, averting great loss of life. The ingendiary escaped. 

—Among the recent visitors to Chicago were C. E, Mabie, secretary of 
the Life Indemnity and Investment Company, Waterloo, Ia.; William M. 
Wright, special agent of the American of Philadelphia; W. F. Hawx- 
hurst, special agent, Commercial Union; W. I. Howard, special agent, 
Anglo-Nevada. 

—Advices from Dixon, Ill., of April 28 state that the superintendent of 
the Dixon water-works had served notice on the city that he would shut 
off the water as soon as he had notified the insurance companies, on ac- 
count of the failure of the city to pay hydrant rentals. This will leave 
the city without fire protection. 

—Last Saturday night, on the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad, 
near Mt. Carmel, Pa., a freight train broke in two on a down grade and 
the second section ran into the first, exploding a carload of Dupont 
powder. Twelve cars and seventeen small houses near the track were 
wrecked and burned, eight persons killed and thirty injured. 

—At Fairview, near Erie, Pa., April 28, while a five-year old boy was 
playing near a bonfire, his clothing took fire. In his fright the little 
fellow ran into one of four large barns on his father’s place, and rolled on 
the floor in the hay. This was, of course, fired, the child was burned to 
death, and all four barns, with their contents, were consumed. 

—The Employers Liability has started an ‘‘ elevator insurance ” branch, 
meant to indemnify owners and lessees of buildings against loss by rea- 
son of accidents to anyone in the elevator or well. Liability is limited 
to $5000 for one person or $10,000 for two or more, It is announced that 
the company will also defend the assured in any suit for damages. 

—H. A. Sterling, representing himself as an agent of the New York 
Live Stock Mutual Benefit Association, which once had an office at 265 
Broadway, New York, but the present address of which is unknown, 
was arrested last week at Birmingham, Conn., for soliciting business for 
the concern, He was held for trial, but got away from the officer and 
vanished. 

—At the recent meeting of the Association of Fire Underwriters for 
Texas, officers were elecied as follows: President, J. M. Cotton of 
Houston; vice-president, A. Kenison of Galveston; secretary, Milton 
Durgan ; executive committee, J. R. Polak of Dallas; Sam. P. Cochran 
of Dallas; C. M. Guinard of Galveston; J. M. O. Menard of Galveston, 
and Geo. J. Dexter of Dallas, 

—Indianapolis, Ind , adds another insurance firm to the list, under the 
style of Abromet, Monroe & Wilson, All the members are well-known 
insurance men, A. Abromet has been for the past sixteen years agent 
for the tna Fire. They represent the following, companies: The Lan- 
cashire, Lion Fire, Anglo-Nevada, Scottish Union and National, British 
America of Toronto, and the Commercial Union, 


—A life insurance swindle of the graveyard order is reported from 
Hamilton county, Kao. George T. Reddington insured his life for 
$19,000, was taken sick and ostensibly died, but failed to show up in his 
coffin. Detective Lavin says that he has located Reddington. Neighbors 
Sam Mohart, ‘‘ Al” Sherman and ‘' Billie” Ringle have been arrested as 
accomplices. Meanwhile the coffin is still empty.— Zhe Argus, 


—Says a Hartford paper: ‘‘ The reverses that have followed the Charter 
Oak Life Insurance Company seem to haunt the receivers in the sale of 
their property. The Fenwick hotel property sold much belowthe cost. The 
home office at Hartford cost $1,000,000, and the other day went for fifty 
dollars more than the mortgage of $230,000, Then the house of Colonel 
Bacon, at New Haven, which cost $14,000, brought $4250 Friday.” 


—The Wholesale Grocers Association of Montreal, Canada, at its 
April meeting resolved ‘‘ that in view of the great increase in the rates 
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of fire insurance in this city, the Montreal Grocers Association hereby re- - 
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quests the council of the board of trade to inquire whether the inefficiency 
of the fire brigade service is such as to justify such an increase in rates as 
has been made, reaching as high as fifty per cent advance on former rates 
and if so, to urge upon the civic authorities the urgent need of affording 
the city adequate protection from fire in order that lower rates of insy;~ 
ance may again prevail.” 

—Our contemporary, The Progressive Age, celebrates its removal from 
Philadelphia to New York, and change from a monthly toa semi-monthly 
by coming out in a spick and span new and tasteful spring dress, 
all of which will, we trust, be followed by increased prosperity. The 
Progressive Age always was full of interesting and newsy matter in jts 
line, and cannot fail by appearing more often to become of greater value, 

—The Montreal Gazetie of May 3 says: “ A number of large proprie. 
tors are clubbing together for the purpose of placing their fire risks with 
insurance companies in New York on account of the excessive increase 
charged by the local companies. A number of aldermen were discussing 
the matter yesterday afternoon and comparing notes, and it was found 
that the average increase over last year’s rates was about twenty-two per 
cent.” 

—William Gray of Brooklyn, N. Y., was a member of Gideon Temple 
No. 3 of the Templars of Liberty of America. He was entitled to a ben. 
efit of $1000 at his death, and during sickness was to receive $5 per week, 
On May 18, 1887, Gray was indebted $1.50 for dues to the society, but 
was not in arrears for assessments when he died, on July 7. Mrs. Gray 
presented the certificate, but payment was refused. Judge Bartlett of 
the Supreme Court decides that Gray was clearly entitled to the benefit 
and gives judgment in favor of Mrs. Gray for the full amount. 

—A press dispatch says that the Insurance Company of Dakota recently 
had about twenty cases returnable in Justice Court at Michigan City, 
Ind., on notes given by farmers for the premium on insurance, The 
applications for insurance contained one of those old-timers, a chattel 
mortgage clause, of which the insured were totally ignorant. The com. 
pany tried one case and the jury brought in a verdict for the defendant, 
The company withdrew all the other cases. The chattel mortgage clause 
has been decided to be no mortgage by Judge Palmer of South Dakota, 

—Among the most pushing and successful of the Western underwriters 
are McGilliard & Dark of Indianapolis, general agents and virtual man. 
agers of the Indiana Insurance Company of Indianapolis, and the Citizens 
Insurance Company of Evansville. The first-year of their administration 
of the affairs of the Citizens closed May 1, with a record of about thirty- 
six per cent of losses to premiums. The Indiana has been managed by 
the firm for eight years past with continued success, Mr. Dark being vice- 
president and Mr. McGilliard secretary of the company. The paid-up 
capital of the Citizens is $200,000, and on January 1 last it reported assets 
of $219,448, and liabilities, including reinsurance reserve, of $12,139. The 
Indiana, which was chartered in 1851, had January 1, with a capital of 
$150,000, assets aggregating $170,210, and liabilities, including reinsur- 
ance reserve, of $18,746. 


AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


—R. E. Farwell, agents for the Liberty at Natick, Mass. 

—Charles Williams, agent for the Queen at Philadelphia. 

—Longley & Allen, agents for the Liberty at Worcester, Mass. 

—W. M. McClelland, agent for the Anglo-Nevada at Ashland, O. 

—S. H. Lasley, agent for the Anglo-Nevada at White Hall, Mich. 

—P. F. Tierney, agent for the Williamsburgh City at Salem, Mass. 

—J.J.E. Rothery, agent for the Westchester Fire at Boston, Mass. 

—O. T. Johnson, agent for the Merchants of Newark at Des Moines, Ia. 

—W. G. Ben ley & Co., agents for the London and Lancashire at St. Louis. 

—C. Odell & Son, agents for the Germania Fire of New York at Salem, Mass. 

—John F. Crowell, agent for the Concordia of Milwaukee at Worcester, Mass 

—R. A. Waller & Co., local agents for the London and Lancashire at Chicago. 

—Baker & Lapsley, agents for the London and Lancashire at Kansas Cit) 
Mo. 

—H. H. Hershy of St. Joseph, Mo., special agent for the Sun Fire Offie of Lon- 
don. 

—F. M. Benedict of Lawrence, Kan., special agent for the Sun Fire Office a 
-London, 

—C. W. Hicks, general agent for lowa and Neb.aska of the Western Home ol 
Sioux City, with headquarters at Council Bluffs, La. 








